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Friday Café.
In the Winskell room each Friday from 10-12noon.
welcome to everyone.
If you are looking for somewhere to enjoy tea/coffee/ cake/
biscuits in the company of others and in a welcoming environment, why not make Friday Café what you do?

SUNDAY SERVICES
08.00

Holy Communion

09.30

PARISH COMMUNION with Sunday School (age 3-7) and Smarties (age
8-12) youth groups. Children’s corner available in church.
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11.30

Holy Communion

18.00

Choral Evensong (Third Sunday of the month)

www.stgeorgesjesmond.org.uk
Price: £1.00
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The Diocese of Newcastle
Parish of St George, Jesmond

We are a Church of England (Anglican) church in the Diocese of Newcastle with an inclusive, catholic tradition of
Christian worship. We welcome all in Christ's name

CALENDAR FOR MAY
1

Philip and James, Apostles

2

Athanasius, Bishop of Alexandria, Teacher of the Faith, 373

4

English Saints and Martyrs of the Reformation Era

6

SPRING FETE

7

THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

8

Julian of Norwich, Spiritual Writer, c 1417

14

THE FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
Taize Worship

19

Dunstan, Archbishop of Canterbury, Restorer of Monastic Life, 988

20

Alcuin of York, Deacon Abbot of Tours, 804
Church Cleaning

21

THE SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
Choral Evensong

24

John and Charles Wesley, Evangelists, Hymn Writers, 1791 and 1788

25

The Venerable Bede, Monk at Jarrow, Scholar, Historian, 735

26

Augustine, first Archbishop of Canterbury, 605

27

Festival/Church Walk

28

THE SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

ENQUIRIES CONCERNING BAPTISMS AND MARRIAGES

30

Josephine Butler, Social Reformer, 1906

Parishioners are advised to call at the Office on Mondays between 7.00pm and
7.30pm when one of the clergy will be available. If this is not convenient, enquiries can be made at the Parish Office at the times listed above.
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The Visit of the Blessed Virgin Mary to Elizabeth

Vicar:

The Revd Canon Brian Hurst
brian@stgeorgesjesmond.org.uk

Associate Priest:

The Revd Pauline Pearson
0191 232 5980
pauline@stgeorgesjesmond.org.uk

Reader:

Mrs Joan Grenfell

Churchwardens:

Mr Derek Nicholson
Mrs Lesley Cave

Organist &
Choirmaster:

Mr Frederick Peacock

wardens@stgeorgesjesmond.org.uk
wardens@stgeorgesjesmond.org.uk
0191 281 4755

Bell Tower Captain: Mr Geoff White

0191 285 1405

Pastoral Care
Co-ordinators:

Mrs Janet Ross
Mr Mike Oswald

07903 825 038
0191 285 8918

Parish Secretary:

Etienne Attala

Parish Office:

0191 281 1659
office@stgeorgesjesmond.org.uk
The Parish Office, St George’s Close, Jesmond. NE2 2TF

Open:

9.30am - 12.30pm Monday to Friday

Find out more about St. George’s church on our website:
www.stgeorgesjesmond.org.uk
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Dear Readers

Dates for your diary :
The all new Spring Fete May 6th 11-3pm new time of year, new format, new events. We urge you to donate cakes, plants, bottles (hall open
from 530- 7pm Friday evening and from 8am Saturday morning) Come along
from 11am in whatever capacity to support and nurture this new venture, a
truly outward looking event which puts St Georges on the map.
The following Saturday 13th May sees our green host the Jesmond community Grand Festival Fair see www.jesmondfestival.org.uk for more details.
Sunday 21st May is Derek's last 930am service as church warden and
I know you will want to be there to celebrate and give thanks for all
he has done over the last four years, whilst also welcoming our new
warden to the role.

First, Mo and I would like to take this opportunity to thank the people of St
George’s for their generous welcome, kind words and gifts as we moved into
the parish. Arriving at the beginning of Passiontide and preaching throughout
Holy Week has certainly felt like being thrown in at the deep end: but, writing
this piece on Easter Day, we are glad to be with you and have enjoyed our
first Easter with you!
Ahead of us lie fifty days of rejoicing as the church continues to celebrate the
days of Easter throughout this season, which Tertullian called “this most joyful
period”. So now, the liturgical calendar reminds us, the work begins. For in
these fifty days leading up to the Day of Pentecost, as we hear lessons from
the Acts of the Apostles read at the Eucharist, we learn that the church is
commissioned to continue the work of Christ and to share in His mission to
the world. We give thanks that it is in the power of the Holy Spirit that we are
able to fulfil this calling of ours.
This is given expression in, for example, the Rogation Days which run up to
Ascension Day when we acknowledge Christ’s sovereignty over the whole
world and all that is within it. It is also given expression in worship and work
during Christian Aid Week, when this year we will remember that Christian Aid
has been working with and for Refugees since 1945.

Lesley Cave

These coming great Fifty Days of rejoicing are also an opportunity to reflect
on, as the hymn writing Fred Pratt Green put it, “What it means in daily living
to believe and to adore”.

Joke of the Month:
The secret of a good sermon is to have a good beginning and a good ending;
and to have the two as close together as possible.

Brian

June 2017 Lance Publication Dates
Publication date:
Last date for copy:
Copy to:
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Sunday, 28th May 2017
Tuesday 23rd may 2017
Etienne Attala
0191 281 1659
office@stgeorgesjesmond.org.uk
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EASTER
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This Glorious Eastertide - the annual Easter Garden and musical accompaniment
courtesy of the the ringers handbells and some willing youngsters at the 9.30
Easter Day Eucharist - and boy they made a good noise !

A pillar of the church ? Pretty close !

Joan Grenfell

From here I move to the post.
Geoff White
here are your charades prizes for guessing the TV programme ..”Game of
Thrones”

Anon

Just another of Jon’s senior moments. He thought he was waiting for the next
bus!
Brent Swinburne
32
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At the beginning of April we said a very fond farewell to David, Julie and Linda
who have been part of the St George’s community and congregation for many
years.
The girls were both confirmed here back in 2002 and David and Baptised and
confirmed two years later.
They have lived in the St Cuthberts care centre on Osborne Road for many
years but they are being moved to a new purpose made modern building in
Kenton.
They have all contributed enormously in their dedication, enthusiasm and the
warmth and smiles they have brought with them to church every Sunday. We
will miss them all greatly and hope that they settle well in their new home , always knowing that they will get a huge welcome whenever they had the chance
to come and see us.

Thy Kingdom Come - A Call to Prayer
Between 25th May and 4th June, communities and churches around the world
are gathering together to pray that their friends, families and neighbours come
to know Jesus Christ. What started out as an invitation from the Archbishops’ of
Canterbury and York in 2016 to the Church of England has grown into an international and ecumenical call to prayer.
Prayer events of all shapes and sizes will take place across the 10 days, including
24-7 prayer rooms, prayer days, prayer walks and half nights of prayer. Cathedrals, churches and other venues will host Beacon Events, gathering people
across towns and cities to worship and to pray for the empowering of the Holy
Spirit for effective witness.
We hope that churches, families and individuals will take part.
To find a Prayer, Beacon or Cathedral event near you and download resources
for churches, individuals and families:
http://bit.ly/pledge2pray
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Covenant Champions
The Anglican-Methodist Covenant is seeking up to six people from the two
churches to be Covenant Champions in each of nine regions for a term of up to
four years.
The champions can be lay or ordained people in the Church of England or the
Methodist Church, who long for both churches to move towards fuller unity in
mission, worship, and holiness.
This is an opportunity to raise the profile of the Covenant and to champion the
work currently being done to enable both churches to fulfil their commitments to
God and each other.
http://bit.ly/covenantchampions

New Baptism resources
Three new resources to support parishes in welcoming children and their families
for Baptism have been published by CHP. They have been developed in collaboration with the Archbishops’ Council’s Life Events team and the Liturgical Commission.
Two new service cards for Holy Baptism
It’s important to help guests at a baptism feel welcome and at ease, and providing an easy-to-follow service is part of that. The two new Service Cards offer the
text of the baptism service for use within or outside of Holy Communion, featuring the Additional Baptism Texts in Accessible Language. Their bright, full-colour
design matches the rest of the Christenings materials, designed to be engaging
and accessible to those less familiar with church. The three panel fold-out format
ensures it is slim enough to fit neatly onto a pew shelf and is made with a heavier weighted card to help it last.
A new Baptism certificate
Parents expect and like to receive a commemorative certificate of baptism which
they can keep as the child grows up. This new design continues with the light,
water and journey themes of all the other Christenings materials produced by
the Life Events team. It includes space to write in all the important details: the
child’s name, date of birth, date of baptism, the names of parents and the godparents. And for as long as they have the certificate, children and parents will be
reminded to pray with a simple prayer on the reverse of the certificate.

SAINT SIMEON – the Holy Fool
THE DESERT SAINTS of the early centuries were a wild and strange breed –
and none were bred wilder or stranger than the saints of Syria. Some of them
stood and prayed for years on end without sitting down. Others lived on top of
pillars in the desert where they preached, wrote epistles and drew crowds of
pilgrims. Numbered among these maverick saints is St Simeon the Holy Fool.
Simeon's saintly career started out quite normally. It was the usual story: 29
years living on lentils in an isolated cave next to the Dead Sea, at first struggling
against temptation and then advancing to an alarming degree of holiness. But
Simeon's story took a dramatic turn when he left his cave one day and set out
for the city of Emesa in Syria. Arriving at the city gate, he found a dead dog on a
dung heap, tied its leg to the rope around his waist, and entered the city dragging the comatose canine behind him.
This was only the beginning. For Simeon had decided to play the fool in order to
mock the idiocy of the world and also to conceal his own identity as a saint. His
behaviour was eccentric and, of course, scandalous.
During the church services, he threw nuts at the clergy and blew out the candles. In the streets, he tripped people up, developed a theatrical limp, and
dragged himself around on his buttocks. On solemn fasting days he feasted riotously, consuming vast amounts of beans – with predictable and hilarious results.
In his lifetime, Simeon was regarded as a madman, as an unholy scandal.
It was only after his death that the secret life of Simeon came to light. People
started to talk about his acts of kindness
– and about his strange and powerful
miracles.
St Simeon the Holy Fool was a secret
saint, his story was a holy farce, and his
life shows how God chooses "the foolish
things of the world to shame the wise;
the weak things of the world to shame
the strong" (1 Corinthians 1:27). SO never take fools for granted – they may
be saints in disguise.

http://bit.ly/christeningresources
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Lent and Easter on social media
The Christian message of Lent and Easter reached millions of people this year
thanks to the support from the CofE’s 16,000+ churches who joined our national
social media campaign. Here’s a birdseye view of our approach:
1. Taking people on a discipleship journey. We worked together with Church
House Publishing and Christian Aid to share their #LiveLent discipleship booklet
on social media, which included daily reflections and Bible passages. We also
posted prayers.
2. Asking our 16,000+ churches and Christian communities across the country to
share photos and videos. Twitter Moments continue to catch the eye and we
also used Facebook albums and Instagram to help content reach the widest audience.
3. Using simple graphics to explain what each of the key moments on the Lent,
Holy Week and Easter journey mean.

Ascension – by Beth Scibienski
Today our Lord Jesus Christ ascended into heaven;
let our hearts ascend with him.
Listen to the words of the Apostle:

“If you have risen with Christ, set your hearts on
the things that are above where Christ is,
seated at the right hand of God;
seek the things that are above,
not the things that are on earth.”

For just as he remained with us even after his ascension,
so we too are already in heaven with him,
even though what is promised us has not yet
been fulfilled in our bodies.

The key thing with the above was to engage as many people around the country
in our campaign and we’ve been really encouraged by the results. We reached
over 2.5 million people on Twitter, Facebook and Instagram.
We could not have run the campaign without dioceses and parishes across the
country sending in and sharing prayers, pictures and other posts.
Top tips for churches to reach more people on social media
The value of photos in social media updates that bring your community to life they make a huge difference to levels of engagement with your posts.

......We cannot be in heaven, as he is on earth,
by divinity, but in him, we can be there by love.

Use small amounts of money to boost your posts, particularly on Facebook - £5,
£10 or £20 behind a post that shares your Holy Week events, pictures from a
recent service or something that you’re doing can vastly increase reach. Take a
look at this guide for more.
Try and post your content on the same day it happens - this helps your photos,
videos or messages have the most impact. We’ve found the best times to post
on a weekday are 7-9am, 12-1pm and 5-7pm, and 8-9 or 5-7 on Sundays.

-Augustine
Sermon for the Lord’s Ascension

Please do share any feedback, thoughts and ideas with us, either in the comments below or by emailing digital@churchofengland.org.

Barbara Gardner
8
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Growing Church Bringing Hope - the 5 strands
The Revd Rachel Wood writes:
At the launch of our new Diocesan Vision ‘Growing Church Bringing
Hope’ at Rothbury in March, we were introduced to five strands of
work emerging from the vision. These are:

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Prayer
Growth
Impact
City Centre
Rural
Each of these strands has a specific strategic aim, and a named leader on the
Bishop’s Staff Team who will oversee the strand. They will work to gather a
group for their particular strand that will focus on delivering the goals and actions that emerge from the strand.
The named leaders are:





Ian Flintoft for 1. Prayer
Ian Fintoft for 2. Growth
Bishop Mark, with the Archdeacons Geoff Miller and Peter Robinson for 3.
Impact
 Bishop Mark and Chris Dalliston for 4. City Centre
 Peter Robinson for 5. Rural
Additional support is being given by Lesley Chapman for Prayer, John Sinclair,
Catherine Pickford and Carol Wolstenholme for Growth, and Jonathan Mason for
Rural. More details are available on the website at newcastle.anglican.org/vision.
‘Growing Church Bringing Hope’ is a vision which every parish is invited to
share in. Each parish is encouraged to reflect on what they are already doing to
‘Grow Church Bring Hope’, and what they might choose to do next to follow the
aims and goals of the Vision. As indicated in her letter earlier in this paper, the
Bishop would love to hear stories from parishes about how they are Growing
Church Bringing Hope. Please send any stories as well as any questions about
the vision and / or strategic aims to Vision@newcastle.anglican.org

28

Ascension Prayer
(by Rev Sarah Wastella)
Christ, our Lord,
We lift our gaze to the heavens,
And ponder your ascent.
You came to raise the dead,
Lift up the lowly,
And return our sight to God.
We give thanks for your many blessings,
While we await your return.
Every time the days are long and the road rocky,
We look up to you.
We search the heavens for your likeness,
Yet nothing could ever shine so bright.
No Sun or star can compare to the illumination of your love.
No darkness can over come you.
Sin is relegated to the shadows,
As your goodness speaks to us.
Out of the depths we rise,
We stand upon the rock, the cornerstone – Christ the Almighty.
No one and no thing can tear away that foundation.
Whatever may come, rain or shine,
We know the heavens pour out blessings upon this world.
Our worship is gratitude for all this and more.
May you be pleased with our words and the sentiments of our hearts.
Uphold us in trial,
And keep us focused on the heights of heaven,
When the world threatens to weigh us down.
You alone can save.
In you, our hope is secure.
Thanks be to God for this day, and every one thereafter.

Barbara Gardner
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Knitting for Greenfields Africa
What a wonderful start we've had to our new Knitting for GfA Project! On Sunday, March 26th, the collection box for donated items arrived at the back church.
A week later, the box was full!! (I have to admit that some of us had been knitting for several weeks beforehand.) The hats, scarves and gloves (plus a little
cardigan which was finished too late for the November collection) were packed
into a banana box which was on its way to Telford on April 6th. On April 7th I
received an email to tell it had been delivered. The shipping cost of £8.22 and
money to buy more wool was made possible by a generous donation, for which
we are most grateful.
I received this email from Barbara Hatton on April 12th:

Just before He ascended back to heaven, His feet were the last part of his body
to touch the earth. As He ascended, the disciples looked up in amazement,
watching Him Rise.
Someday soon He is returning again. Yes, scars will always be on Jesus’ feet
and in His hands, but those scars will be the most beautiful scars we will ever
see.
The Bible tells us how to use our feet for Jesus, Romans 10:15 exclaims, “How
beautiful are the feet of them that preach the gospel of peace.”
Just imagine that our feet also have value for our Saviour. Indeed, go, tell others about the Messiah, our Saviour, our Lord, our King: yes, our very best
Friend. Jesus Christ, is the promised Messiah.

Hello Elizabeth,
I have been to our warehouse in Telford today, and collected a note that says
you delivered a parcel on 7th April .
The staff there were delighted with your handiwork, and are always amazed how
beautiful the hand knits are.
Thank you all for your hard work and for your continued help and support.
Our trip to Kenya went well, all projects going well, a few minor hiccups, but we
expect that.
Wishing you a Happy, Peaceful and Blessed Easter
Barbara
I add my grateful thanks to Barbara's and ask that you please keep on knitting
or donating new or good quality second hand hats*, scarves and gloves for all
age groups and for both sexes. No deadline - when the collection box is full,
we'll send it.
*beanie type hats are the best
Elizabeth Rhodes

"What you do for the least of my brothers and sisters ........... "

Excerpt from the book, Peace in Prison by Joy Dutton.
Barbara Gardner
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Carlisle

Samaritans of Tyneside at the Stand 25th June 2017
The Samaritans of Tyneside celebrated, in 2016, 50 years of service to Newcastle, Gateshead, Northumberland and North Tyneside. Every day, 24/7, a Samaritan Listener is available to people, aged 16 and above, who find themselves in
distress. Some could be extremely stressed by life events and are contemplating
suicide. Every day in the UK, 16 people do take their own lives. Others might
just want a relief from their distress by having someone to listen to them without judgement. It could be a student stressed by exams or a person suffering
from a breakdown of a close relationship or stressed by their work conditions.
Any of us can be that person and each can benefit from the compassion and
support offered by a Samaritan Listener.
Anyone who is troubled and wants to talk to someone about their difficulties
can phone, text, email or visit the Samaritans of Tyneside (at their office, Portland Place, Jesmond). Our support is needed to continue to provide this vital
work particularly when mental health services are so underfunded; parity with
physical health spending has not been achieved yet.
As a Friend of the Samaritans of Tyneside, I am aware that we need to raise fifty
thousand pounds a year to pay for the upkeep of the building in Portland Place
as well as the salary of the manager and admin support. All other workers, Listeners and Friends, give of their own time, for free.

Records show that in 686, St Cuthbert visited the still extant Roman town of Carlisle, and a nearby monastery whose whereabouts are unknown. The current
cathedral dates from Norman times. Built as a priory in 1122, it became a cathedral in 1133, only to be partly destroyed by fire in 1292. The fire had been started deliberately in a nearby property by a disinherited son. Rebuilt over the next
100 years, the Norman Bell tower then collapsed in 1380, and was rebuilt, and
then the whole cathedral was rebuilt before being dissolved. In 1541 it ironically
became the Cathedral Church of the Holy and Undivided Trinity, six years after
Henry took up his bags and left Rome. Well, news travels slowly to Cumbria. In
fact it could be argued that elements of recusancy still exist here within the Anglican church: the high altar baldachino is the equal of any they had seen in any
Catholic church, in its grace and beauty as well as gold-ness. It was given in
memory of a twentieth century bishop and gilded in 1970. The nave was used as
the local parish church but during the Commonwealth period in 1649, the west
end of it was demolished and not rebuilt. Can’t have parishioners enjoying too
posh a place, presumably. In 1745 the nave remnant was used to hold the Jacobite rebels. A turbulent history, just like the town, and only half a cathedral, but
what a lovely one. As the visitor enters through the south transept, the organ
and screen close off the view to the right. To the left, where the nave should be,
is a strangely truncated version, with Norman pillars almost as big as those of
Gloucester. Outside, two originally nave pillars now support buttresses to west
end. How magnificent the original must have been.
Entering the quire through the solid stone screen, the visitor meets some magnificent fifteenth century canons’ stalls. Luckily, the Commonwealth destruction
only turned left not right. The elaborate tops to the canopies over every stall
were originally gilded. The misericords include a mermaid and a griffin with a
human head. Looking back towards the quire screen, the only opening except
for the doorway is a large arch above it on the left, which is filled with organ
pipes. There is evidence of much rebuilding over time in the other half.

Help us raise funds by attending the fundraising gig at the Stand Comedy Club
on Sunday 25th June 2017. The ticket price is £7 and 100% of this will go to the
Samaritans of Tyneside. Doors open at 7pm and the gig will start at 8.30pm.
You can buy food and drinks at the venue. I have some tickets but if I run out,
you can buy them directly from the Stand.
Sylvia Stenton ( sylviadahabra@doctorsorg.uk)
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In the presbytery, looking back towards the nave

11

Looking east the visitor, expecting more Norman sturdy simplicity, is surprised to
see a fourteenth century east window and modern baldachino both in bright and
vivid colours set in a Decorated style presbytery of glorious proportions, and the
equal of any the cyclists had seen so far. The ceiling is a deep blue starry sky in
a bossed fourteenth century barrel shape, although actually a Victorian restoration. Each square panel of sky is outlined by white, green, red and gold ribbing.
The supports for a lower, flat ceiling still exist and have become a feature, jutting
out with an angel at the end of each one.

Starry, starry sky…
Not all the glass in the east window turns out to be mediaeval: the lower panes
are Victorian, but match in hue and effect expertly. The capitals of the twelve
columns depict the Labours of the Month. Whether designed as a celebration of
workers, or to remind them what to do next is not recorded. March is obviously
the month to prune vines, and September the month to harvest the grapes. The
pulpit lies half way down the presbytery. Presumably the hoi polloi in the truncated nave were not worth talking to. The Salkeld screen might fill the gap between
two of the pillars and thereby continue the exclusion, but there again, services
are always held in this church within a church. The screen is one of the most
12
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beautiful and detailed pieces of Renaissance woodwork the cyclists had ever
come across. The coat of arms is that of Henry VIII, the feathers denote his son.
The letters GSPE stand for God Save Prince Edward. Guess which side this priory
was on? The reward of course was continued cathedral status. Or was that done
to help keep out the Scots? Escaping the inner sanctum, the visitor is treated to
some very rare mediaeval strip cartoons painted on the back of the choir stalls.
They include St Cuthbert popping in on his way to Derwentwater. A stony faced
King Edward I makes an appearance in a corbel at the east end of the south
aisle. He received the allegiance of Robert the Bruce here in 1297, reputedly
sworn upon the sword that slew Thomas a Becket. The memorial to Hastings
Rashdall, Dean during the First World War has an interesting inscription: “It is
better to have faith and to succeed than to have faith alone”. Depends what you
are trying to succeed at.
Below the demolished nave, in the old Roman foundations, is the treasury. Three
things stood out: a mediaeval jet crucifix, a Pieta and a magnificent mid-fifteenth
century cope with embroidered orphreys (panels). One of these dates from 1380.
Despite being used as recently as the 1980s, it remains a truly beautiful garment.

The Pieta in the treasury
24
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The cartoons on the back of the choir stalls (left) and some
unnerving distortion of the once round Norman arches

Having arrived later than planned at Carlisle, it was lucky that the cyclists only
had half a cathedral to look at - but what a magnificent cathedral it is.

14
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MODERN VISIONAIRIES
Currently in the Laing Art Gallery until 4TH June 2017 there is a MUST
SEE exhibition. And it’s FREE.
What have you to lose?
Inspired by the remarkable innovative style of Sir Anthony Van
Dyck’s last self-portrait, acquired for the nation in 2014, this exhibition pairs
the painting with stunning works by major artists of the 20th and 21st centuries.
Like the Van Dyck self-portrait, the selected works offer the viewer direct eye contact with other visionary artists such as David Bomberg, Francis
Bacon, L.S. Lowery to Sarah Lucas, Chris Ofili and Jane and Louise Wilson.
Made up of loans from the National Portrait Gallery and works from the
Laing’s own collection, alongside a contemporary artist’s commission, the
exhibition asks what it means to confront these great artists face-to-face,
exploring themes of genius, creativity, and the artist’s role in Society. What
do we see in their faces? What do we see in other peoples’ faces? And perhaps even more interesting, what do we see in our own faces as we stare at
ourselves in the mirror?
Van Dyck’s self-portrait was acquired by the National Portrait Gallery following a major public appeal with the Art Fund and thanks to the generous
support of the Heritage Lottery Fund and others.
A conversation overheard by the humourist, Milton Berle; “She has a face
only a mother could love.” to which came the reply “Not necessarily - I’m
her mother!”
If you have not been in the Laing Art Gallery for some time go and make
friends again with some the best paintings you could imagine in the permanent collection, which are on the doorstep and waiting to greet you.

Christopher Wardale
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Pre-collation thanks to the Home Clergy Team 26th March
2017
Extended narrative from the general words of thanks given by the churchwardens at the end of the 9.30am Eucharist
Well as you all know we reach that BIG service tomorrow
But we have had fifteen months of getting to this point
We have had a different interregnum to most and are lucky in that respect as
our normal pattern of worship has by and large been maintained
HOW have we achieved this?
So many of you have done so much fulfilling your voluntary rolls – thank you
one and all
But today Lesley and I wanted to thank on behalf of all of you four special people who have provided the mechanism and opportunity to maintain our regular
worship
Pauline, Joan, Chris & Bryan to come forward
Whilst you come to the front, this is based on a preaching style I’ve picked up
over the last couple of years
A vicar is buying a parrot
Are you sure it doesn’t scream or swear asks the vicar
Oh absolutely. It’s a religious parrot the storekeeper assures him
Do you see the strings on his legs?
When you pull the right one he says “Hallelujah” and when you pull the left one
he shouts Amen, Amen
Wonderful says the vicar. But what happens if you pull both strings?
I fall off my perch you stupid fool! Screeched the parrot!
Well tomorrow will be a bit of Hallelujah and today a bit of Amen
Bryan & Chris you have been of such great help in your active participation in
both presiding and preaching through the last year, and for your words of wisdom and support through this whole period – Thank you both so very much –
we hope you will both enjoy this small gift as a token of our appreciation
16

The professor then picked up a box of pebbles and poured them into the jar. He
sook the jar lightly. The pebbles rolled into the open areas between the golf
balls. He then asked the students if the jar was full. They agreed it was..
The professor next picked up a box of sand and poured it into the jar. Of course
the sand filled up everywhere else. He asked once more if the jar was full. The
students responded with a unanimous “yes”.
The professor then produced two cups of coffee from under the table and
poured the entire contents into the jar, effectively filling the empty space between the grains of sand. The students laughed.
“Now”, said the professor, as the laughter subsided, “I want you to recognise
that this jar represents your life.
The golf balls are important things, your family, your children, your faith, your
health, your friends and your favourite passions. The things that if everything
else was lost and only they remained, your life would still be full. The pebbles
are the other things that matter, your job, your house and your car. The sand is
everything else, the small stuff.
If you put the sand into the jar first”, he continued, “there is no room for the
pebbles or the golf balls. The same goes for life. If you spend all your time and
energy on the small stuff, you will never have room for the things that are important to you.
Pay attention to the things that are critical to your happiness. Play with your
children. Take time to get medical check-ups. Take your family out to dinner.
Play another round of golf. There will always be time to clean the house and
wash the car. Take care of the golf balls first, the things that really matter.
Set your priorities. The rest is just sand.
One of the students raised her hand and asked what the coffee represented.
The professor smiled. “I am glad you asked. It just goes to show you that no
matter how full your life may seem, there’s always room for a couple of cups of
coffee with a friend”.
Submitted by Alison Mattinson
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MORE ODD THINGS FROM PARISH MAGAZINES

1.
The rosebud on the altar this morning is to announce the birth of David
Alan Belcher, the sin of Revd & Mrs. Belcher.
2.
The sixth form will be presenting Shakespeare’s Hamlet in the church
basement on Friday at 7 p.m. The congregation is invited to attend this tragedy.
3.
Please place your donation in the envelope along with the deceased person(s) you want remembered.
4.
Let us join David and Lisa in the celebration of their wedding and bring
their happiness to a conclusion.
5.

Helpers are needed! Please sign up on the information sheep.

6.

Diana and Don request your presents at their wedding.

7.
The outreach committee has enlisted 25 visitors to make calls on people
who are not afflicted with any church.
8.
The Low Self-Esteem Support Group will meet on Thursday at 7 to
8:30p.m. Please use the back door.
9.

The audience is asked to remain seated until the end of the recession.

10.

Remember in prayer the many who are sick of our church and community.

11. 22 members were present at the church meeting held at the home of
Mrs. Marion Crutchfield last evening. Mrs. Crutchfield & Mrs. Rankin sang, The
Lord Knows Why.

THE JAR OF COFFEE
When things in your life seem almost too much to handle, when 24 hours in a
day ar not enough, remember the jar...and the coffee…
A professor stood before his philosophy class and had some items in front of
him. When the class began, wordlessly, he picked up a very large and empty jar
and proceeded to fill it with golf balls. He then asked the students if the jar was
full. They agreed it was.
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Joan (Pet!) thank you for being our ever present reader and so much more
that you do, lent groups, Friday café, prayer cards, mission work, as well as the
huge prayerful and personal support you provide to so many here today – Please
accept this little goody bag as a huge thank you for all you have done
Pauline – your dedication and enthusiasm in all that you have done and continue to do for the parish is beyond
measure and way above the call of duty
– Frankly I’m not quite sure how you do
it. So much of what you have done as
associate priest has been hidden from
most as it occurs well outside of the
Sunday morning. Without your voluntary (and I stress voluntary) commitment we as wardens would have been
left in the wilderness with a much more
difficult interregnum to get through So
thank you for guiding us through this
period of uncertainty so carefully and so
prayerfully and we take great pleasure
in presenting you with some small gifts
of thanks on behalf of everyone here.
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