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Editorial
As the New Year breaks, it is fitting to look back at Christmas gone. We congratulate
our clergy team, led by our vicar, Rev. Brian Hurst, for giving us such a successful
feast of Church services, events, and music to celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ.
After the bleak experience of last Christmas, and the encroachment of yet another
covid variant, it was with bravery and confidence that the team approached another
Christmas. Despite everything, they planned and gave us a happy and varied programme of beautiful Church services and children’s events. We thank them for their
service to God, to the Church and to us, the congregation and the people of Jesmond.
And, of course, being St George’s, the congregation played its part. We report here
on their various Church activities over Christmas. And steering the teams of helpers?

We thank the Church Wardens, who appear on the front cover in all their Christmas
glory. Who knew that they were also moonlighting as extras in Sunderland Empire’s
Babes in the Wood’?
May we continue to gather the strength we gain from worshipping and working together. A Happy New Year.
Margaret Vane

return to
contents
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Reverend Stephanie writes…
Dear friends,
We find ourselves again at the beginning of a New Year, and, whatever we feel about
the last one, whether good, bad or indifferent, we can draw a line in the sand and
move into whatever this year will be.

Every year, although I’m not keen on resolutions, I’m glad of the chance to reevaluate and think about the kind of world I want to live in and how I can become
more fully myself. And for me, it’s not about doing big and exciting things, rather the
little pieces of the puzzle being put into place: a little more healing here, a little more
awareness there; a little more hope, compassion, kindness; a little more care, a little
more presence; a little less fear, a little less of the expectations that don’t fit, a little
less distraction. We might even say these pieces are our little epiphanies, moments in
which we suddenly see or understand something in a new or very clear way, an echo
of the Epiphany we celebrate at this time of year, where God is revealed to us anew
as we commemorate how God was revealed to the Wise Ones.
In all this, I’m brought back to the wisdom of sayings like ‘don’t leave to tomorrow
what you can do today,’ ‘a stitch in time saves nine,’ and Gandhi's ‘whatever you do
is insignificant, but it’s important that you do it’. We can’t know what this year will
bring, and therein lies the adventure. Each day revealing itself with the dawn. Each
day, a little more of ourselves is revealed in the choices and changes we make; a
little more of those around us, whether friend or stranger, is revealed as we invest
our time and attention; a little more of the world is revealed as we open our eyes to
the changes of the seasons and the dignity of its life; a little more of God is revealed
as we let go of the ideas that keep God small. After all, God may well have been revealed to the Magi as a child in exile, but the gifts they brought to him speak of his
life, his ministry, and his death… and the child does not remain a child forever.
So what would we like to notice this year? What pieces of the puzzle could be put
into place? What sort of world would we like to live in and how can we usher it in?
Where is God already at work and how is God being revealed to us, even in the midst
of our ordinary everyday lives? Because it is all there for us to see, in the little epiphanies and the big reveals, but it is also up to us to do something about it.
Stephanie
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Jesus,

we offer you the gold of our desire to love;
we offer you the incense of our longing to pray;
we offer you the myrrh of our frustrations and troubles;
receive and make good our gifts out of your great love for us,
and grant that we, like the Magi, may see you and know you
as Lord and God.
Amen.
(Angela Ashwin, from The Book of a Thousand Prayers, adapted)

The Licensing of Ollie
Dempsey
On Sunday 28th November 2021, our curate,
Ollie Dempsey, was licensed during the
9.30am Eucharist at St George’s by Rachel
Wood, Archdeacon of Northumberland, who
was also welcomed as our preacher.
After the Eucharist, the Archdeacon rededicated the Church Tower and gave thanks
for the restoration, for the skill of those involved in the work and for the generosity of
those who made it possible. And in celebration on a cold day with the first snow on the
ground, Brent and family served mulled
wine at Parish Coffee.

return to contents
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Christmas Eve Christingle Service
Perhaps, like me, you enjoyed the annual
John Lewis Christmas advert - this year a
young boy discovers a crashed spaceship
and a stranded alien in the woods. The
John Lewis advert has become something
of a modern Christmas tradition, but it is
not the only thing that has only recently
become an established part of our Christmas celebrations. An ecclesiastical example is the Christingle.
The Christingle is something that most
people will have at least seen once, I’m

sure. Even if they do have a resemblance
to Sputnik 1, Christingles are used to represent and celebrate Jesus Christ, the
Light of the World. Each of the components of a Christingle has a meaning:
- The orange represents the world
- The red ribbon (or tape) symbolises the love and
blood of Christ through his dying on the cross

- The sweets and dried fruit represent all of God’s
creations
- The lit candle represents Jesus’s light in the world,
bringing hope to people living in darkness.
Whilst the tradition of Christingle Service was established in Britain with the first service in Lincoln Cathedral in 1968, promoted by the Children’s Society, the
peculiar amalgamation of orange, candle, sweets and
ribbon has been around for over 50 years.
However, the Christingle’s origins are with the 18th
century Moravian churches of Germany.

In fact

Christingle may be an anglicising of the German
'Christkindl' (meaning little Christ child), the gift
6

bringer in parts of Germany and other European countries, as well as parts of Latin

America too. The original Christingles were much more simple and much less extraterrestrial. John de Watteville, a German Moravian Bishop, in an attempt to get children to think about Jesus as the Light of the World, started the tradition in 1747, by
simply giving children a candle with a red ribbon; no orange or sweets on cocktail
sticks.
Christingle services have grown in popularity over the years and happen throughout
Advent all the way through to Candlemas in February. At St George’s, we combine
the Christingle service with a children friendly Carol service, and what a joy-filled service it is too (even with Covid precautions in place)!
Whilst there weren’t as many people as previous years (no need to say why), the
service this year maintained its happy and joyful atmosphere with children (and some
adults) coming dressed as angels, shepherds and kings.
Each year this service can be a reminder to us of the simplicity of the story and the
message of our Lord’s birth in the stable in Bethlehem. It reminds us of the hope of
light that he brings to the darkness of our world.
Ollie Dempsey

return to contents

Covid Delays The Pantomime
Thanks to Omicron, the pantomime has been delayed. Whilst the final decision has not yet been taken, w e are hoping that the situation will be under
enough control for there to be performances on Friday 4th March @19:30h and Saturday 5th March @ 15:00 and 19:30 of:

Prince Froggie and the Evil Toad,
A Lentern Tale of Wrongdoing, Repentance and Renewal
7

A Living Nativity, St George’s style
This Advent saw St George’s host a Living Nativity.
After a three month search, our cast of jobbing actors was joined by a couple of fourlegged friends - two donkeys named Hobo and Bandit.
Masterminded by our church children and their youth worker, Emily Gibson, the Living Nativity took us on a short journey around the neighbouring streets of Jesmond. Every now and again we would stop to tell part of the story of the Nativity.
The Living Nativity proved to be a real success with people travelling from North
Shields to take part. It was a great act of witness and outreach to the community,
drawing nearly 90 people. Surely a regular item for the diary?!
Emily Gibson

return to contents
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Choir Presentations and
Farewell to the Johnsons
Whilst there has been a changing of the guard at St George’s during 2021 musically
speaking, some traditions still remain as the baton is passed on.
So, on Christmas morning after the usual intense three choral services in 15 hours,

the choir remained behind for a few minutes (causing some concern over delaying
getting back for the turkey and trimmings), in order to celebrate Drew’s very first
Christmas with us.
We have always been so grateful for all that Frederick did
through the choral calendar year and Christmas was a time
to show our appreciation. To that end, and much to Drew’s
surprise, a small selection of gifts was presented to him to a
round of applause for his first few months with us. As stated
at the time, the alcoholic beverage included in the gift bag was
to acknowledge that
he probably needed
something strong after getting us all though
the busy period unscathed. And thankfully we
haven’t had to invest in snow chains for him,
yet!!
Following on from Christmas, the choir
made another surprise presentation to Alan
Johnson on Sunday the 9th January. This
was to mark Alan’s (and Barbara’s) farewell
to the Parish as their protracted house
move finally reached its conclusion.
Alan has been a mainstay in the choir for
over a decade providing a very strong and
assured

tenor

line

through

all

those

9

years.

He

was

also

flexible

and

adapted on numerous occasions to
singing Bass when numbers were thin
on the ground. It was therefore right
and appropriate to thank him accordingly with some gifts and mementos of
his time, in our very own St George’s
black and white “strip”.
He will be a big miss to the choir (as
Barbara will be to the congregation) but
we send our very best wishes and good luck as they start this new chapter of their
lives, closer to family down South.
Derek Nicholson Choir rep

NOTICE
We are proud to announce that Mr Drew Cantrill – Fenwick, our Director of Music,
was engaged to play the great organ of St Paul’s Cathedral in London on New Year’s
Eve.

Look out for the Lance’s interview with him in the February edition.

return to
contents
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Spotlight on Serving: What Members of the
Congregation Do For Our Church
This Month: The Sacristan
This year the Lance will feature every month an
article about a service which a congregation mem-

ber or team offers to our church. This month we
look at the duties of the SACRISTAN.
Most Christian churches have a sacristy which is a
preparation room for the keeping of church furnishings, sacred vessels, parish records and sometimes vestments, and where the sacristan has all

the things she needs to set up and provide the
cloths, vessels, wine and candles for each service.
The sacristy is distinguished from the vestry because a vestry is usually used for the
clergy to put on their vestments and for meetings and teaching, although there is a
blurring of the functions from church to church.
In our church, the sacristan duty falls to Monica Ogden and her assistant, Doreen
Taylor. Each week the wafers are counted out and the candles and wine are checked.
The altar cloths are collected and laundered by Doreen who then returns them duly
washed and beautifully ironed.
After the service, the sacristan washes out the vessels and puts them away. Before
any festival, the brass and silver are polished and cloths replaced as and when they
wear out.
There is a wonderful church outfitters in Charlotte Square, Newcastle called J and M
Sewing Ltd which Monica uses. It was established in 1980 and makes bespoke garments for clergy together with providing many of the items needed by a sacristan for
the services.
12

Church linen is a complicated matter! There are many distinct types of cloth:

FAIR LINEN: The large cloth used to cover the whole altar during the celebration of
Holy Communion
LINEN CORPORAL: This small square linen cloth placed on the altar on top of the
FAIR LINEN
PALL: This small, stiffened linen cloth is placed over the chalice during Holy Communion
PURIFICATOR: A small linen cloth used to wipe the communion vessel during the
sacrament
LAVABO TOWEL: A rectangular towel used by the Priest to dry his or her hands before consecrating the elements of Holy Communion.
As with Monica, Sacristans in our church seem to be very long serving. Doreen has
carried out these duties here and at a former church for over 60 years and Monica
has served as Sacristan at St George’s for over 20 years. The former Sacristan before
Monica was called Margaret Forbes and she also performed the duties for many decades.

The vestry (left)
and

the

tan’s

sacris-

cupboard

(right)

Lance Publication Dates
Articles etc. for The Lance to be received
no later than the 15th of each month
Send to: mmvane31@gmail.com
Thank you, Margaret.

return to contents
13

Christianity in the North before Paulinus and
Aidan
Christianity has come and gone in the North East of England many times. It has died
on the battlefield and been born in the marriage of a king who accepted the Christian
religion of his wife and caused his people to be baptised.

The question here is what might have happened between the end of the Roman authority in Britain [approximately 410 AD] and the conversion of King Edwin of Northumbria, the first Christian king of Northumbria, more than two hundred years later?
There were two rival dynasties in early Northumbria. One was from southern part of
the kingdom, Deira, the other from the northern part, Bernica. Edwin came from the
former while Oswald came from the latter.
Did the people living in what remained of the Roman fort at Vindolanda continue as
Christians? And is there a link between another Roman fort, Birdoswald, and the
Christian message being carried to pagan Ireland? Who else carried the message?
The evidence is partial and slight but it is there.
All Roman Emperors in the West from Constantine the Great (Emperor from 306 to
337) onwards were, with the exception of Julian the Apostate (Emperor from 361 to
363), Christian. Archaeology provides evidence that Christianity was reasonably well
established in lowland Britain during the 4th century. For example, there are the murals at the villa at Lullingstone, Kent and the mosaics at the villa at Hinton St Mary,
Dorset: there is the Water Newton Treasure from Cambridgeshire. All of these have
prominent Christian symbols or images. In the North there was at Maryport a pagan
Roman altar (now lost) recut with the Chi Rho symbol. In 1736 a silver dish decorated
with Christian symbols of late Roman date was found at Corbridge on the west side of
the town. It was probably made in the late 4th century: it too has now been lost.
What date should be put on the end of Roman Britain? One date often cited is 410.
An appeal for help by communities in Britain was, according to Zosimus, a 6 th century
Byzantine writer, rejected by the Emperor Honorius in that year. But some scholars
now consider that this appeal for help came in fact from Calabria in southern Italy
which the Romans called Bruttium. Nonetheless 410 is probably as good a date as
any. It roughly coincides with the last date of any Roman coinage found in large
14

numbers in Britain.

Wall painting showing worship (left) and Christian symbol (right) at
Lullingstone villa
Bede tells us that Edwin was baptised at York by Paulinus in April 627. He further
tells us that in the same year, Paulinus accompanied Edwin and his queen to Yeavering, near present day Wooler where he, Paulinus, spent 36 days preaching and baptising converts in the river Glen.
What, if any, evidence is there for Christianity in our area between those two dates,
217 years apart?
Finds of amphorae and Mediterranean pottery at Tintagel in Cornwall and elsewhere
have demonstrated that there were significant contacts between Cornwall and
South Wales and the Eastern Mediterranean in the 5th century. A large number of
incised Christian memorial stones dating
from the 5th, 6th and 7th centuries are to
be found in the South West and in Wales

with a few outliers further north. These
can be dated by comparison with other
stones in Brittany. Two such outliers are
the Latinus Stone from Whithorn on the
north side of the Solway and the Brigomaglos Stone from Vindolanda. The latter
has the Christian formula [HIC] IACIT.

Brigomaglos Stone
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The Latinus Stone is thought to date from the mid. 5 th century and adds corrobora-

tion for what Bede tells of St Ninian, a late 4th century British bishop, whose see he
said was at Whithorn.
The Brigomaglos Stone is thought to be rather later: it was found in 1889 by Robert
Blair and Collingwood Bruce in a pile of loose stones outside Chesterholm Cottage. It
is now in the museum at Chesters.
Incised cross slabs which may well predate Anglian supremacy in the areas in question, have been found at Addingham near Penrith and at the Hirsel near Coldstream.
The excavations at Vindolanda in recent decades have identified various buildings
with apses which could well have been Christian churches. In 1999 a stone, thought
to be a portable Christian altar dating from about 600, with a form of chi-rho cross
was found. In 2020 an important discovery at Vindolanda was announced. Buried
amongst a rubble filled building 14 fragmentary remains of a lead Christian cup or
chalice had been found. Although in very poor condition each fragment of the vessel
was found to be covered with lightly etched symbols, representing different forms of
6th century Christian iconography, such as crosses, chi-rhos, angels and a priestly
figure, as well as fish, a whale and ships. The combination of so many of these etchings and the context of the discovery makes this find one of the most important of
its type to come from an early Christian setting in Western Europe. It is the first such
artefact to the come from a fort on the Roman Wall; in fact it is the only surviving
partial chalice from this period in Britain.
Although St Patrick, who died about 460 AD, is the patron saint of Ireland, his family
were British. He wrote a partial autobiography, the ‘Confessio’, in which he tells us
that he was from a Christian family. His father was a landowner. They lived at a
place called Banna Venta Berniae. This place has not been conclusively identified but
one of the most popular candidates is Birdoswald towards the western end of the

Roman Wall. Patrick was captured as a boy by Irish slavers. He was for some years a
slave in Ireland, but he escaped to the Continent where he trained as a priest. He
returned to Britain and then in 432 went to Ireland to minister to Christians there.
Bede tells us that in 547 Ida began his reign which lasted for 12 years and that from
him the royal family of Bernicia and later Northumbria was descended. The family
claimed descent from Woden. The British kingdom which adjoined what was to be16

come Northumbria on the west was called Rheged. The ‘Historia Brittonum’, a work

written in Wales in the 9th century, tells us that Theodoric, son of Ida, was at one
time besieged on Lindisfarne for 3 days by a confederation of British leaders led by
Urien of Rheged. This episode probably took place in the 570s. Urien features in the
poems of Taliesin, a 6th century British poet, some of whose work survived in what
became Wales. Taliesin describes Urien as “most liberal of Christian men”.
We are not used to seeing Lindisfarne as a bastion of paganism.
While the evidence for Christianity in the North in the 5 th and 6th centuries may be
limited, all evidence for those centuries is limited. The excavations at Vindolanda
have confirmed Bede’s observation that the Britons gave up building in stone. Bede
was writing his History of the English Church from an Anglian and not a British point
of view and in doing so he underplayed the continuing presence of Christianity in the
British kingdoms. Evidence continues to be found for a spluttering but significant
Christian presence in the North East.
Christopher Vane

Vindolanda reconstruction
return to contents
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EVANS of jesmond
opticians
William R. McCall BSc Hons
GOC 01-15082

28 Acorn Road, Jesmond
Newcastle upon Tyne, NE2 2DJ
Telephone: 0191 281 4145

Boldon Farmhouse Pantry
Creative and imaginative catering, a
truly personal service and team
work is our recipe for success with
all the practicalities taken care of!
All our menus are freshly prepared
and your food will either be delivered to the venue or prepared in
situ. We will ensure your event is
both memorable and enjoyable.
Find us at:
Westray, 26 Akenside Terrace,
Jesmond. Tel 281 6025
enquiries@boldonfarmhousepantry.co.uk
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Becoming a Community Space for Jesmond
As 2020 was closing, the PCC met with Canon John Sadler to talk about our plans for
the St. George’s site. Canon John was much involved in establishing the Vision for
Newcastle Cathedral’s Heritage Project, which has had a very successful fund raising
campaign. He urged the PCC to first reflect on what God is calling us to be and to do,
at this time and in this community. He strongly urged that we start a process with
both the congregation and our neighbourhood of thinking about this together, talking
together, knocking on doors, filling out questionnaires and most importantly estab-

lishing a shared Vision for the work.
Following John’s recommendation, a small team of
volunteers then engaged with a charity movement
called ‘Together Newcastle’ to learn how to run
this process professionally. ‘Together Newcastle’
call their approach ‘Know your Church; Know your
Neighbourhood’. With their guidance, the team put together an updated profile of the
church and the parish. They prepared questionnaires which the congregation and
community members were invited to complete. There were prayer walks and focus
group meetings with community groups. A huge amount of material was produced
and analysed to find the common themes. This analysis was reflected on by the team
and the recommendations shared with the PCC in November.
So what are the issues in our community which people think are important?
One clear issue dominated the responses from the congregation - the need to build
community, especially between long term residents and the transitory student population. There were many other topics raised, for example, addressing loneliness and
the needs of students, but building community was the issue to address. There was
19

also near unanimous agreement on how we should use our God-given resources to

respond to the needs – we feel we should connect much more with outside groups,
making our facilities available to local organisations, as well as offering more events
and improving our facilities (hall and green). It was very encouraging to see so many
of the congregational respondents willing to give time to address issues they care
about in Jesmond.
Community residents also saw the important issues in Jesmond as (in priority order):
Community spirit/ focus points; Crime or anti-social behaviour; Care of older or disadvantaged people. To the question, ‘What might St. George’s offer to benefit the local
community?’, the themes were (in priority order): More support for local elderly or
disadvantaged people; A community focal point; A meeting place for social groups;
More children’s, youth and family support activities.

Reflecting on the data, we have a clear mandate from congregation and community

to use our facilities, including the Green, to become a Community Space for
Jesmond.

Becoming a Community Space for Jesmond is a big change – what are the
next steps?
1. Get going with some ‘Quick Wins’:
Re-establish groups which shut down because of Covid (Little Saints, Friday
Café etc).
Establish a joint calendar for Hall bookings, which many people can use. Ensure prompt and positive initial responses to enquiries.
Implement the agreed short-term facilities upgrades (roof insulation, boiler
replacement, better appointed toilets).
2. Wider engagement with / refining the vision of Becoming a Community Space for
Jesmond:
Establish a new group to move forwards
Solicit input from the congregation (via the Lance; email etc).
The Whole Site Plan planning team to check that the Hall design is consistent
with this Vision
20

Engage with stakeholders in the community

3. Establish a ‘Case for Support’ for fundraising, including design principles and a
business plan.

Lord God,
Help us to discover together what a vision of a flourishing neighbourhood might look
like here in Jesmond.
Help us to use the resources you have given us to respond to the needs in our community.
Guide us that you may always be the foundation and cornerstone of this work.
Through Jesus Christ our Lord.
KYCKYN Team (Brian, Stephanie, Louise, Graham, Izzy, Donald, Tom, Sarah, Paul & Emily)
return to contents

A Short Story Regarding
Acorn Hardware,
Jesmond
Acorn Hardware in Acorn Road has been a reliable source of endlessly useful widgets
for over a hundred years. From keys to moth repellent to gardening stuff, the helpful
staff provide advice and also supply rare and unusual parts for various household
tasks. Their Christmas window has been a delight for old and young for many years.
And Acorn Hardware also supports St George’s by advertising here!!

Here is Acorn Hardware’s story told by its owner, Steven Robson...
There has been a hardware shop in the heart of Jesmond since 1911. From 1911 till
1955 the business owner was Mr Sam Morrison and family. From 1955 till 1984 the
business owner was ER & JM Turner and family. From 1984 till 2004 the business
owners were Mr Edward and Mrs Dorothy Robinson.
21

I took over on 19th August 2004 and I am very proud to be the current owner, run-

ning the business with my brother Mark, my niece Amelia, and our very loyal employee Tony, who has been with us here in Jesmond for over 10 years. We had originally
started our family run company [Mam, Dad, Mark and myself] in Wideopen many
years before that!!
I have been in charge at Jesmond for nearly 20 years now and have seen many
changes in that time, but the biggest, most challenging decision I made recently was
the move to a slightly larger shop in September 2019.
With all that was going on in the world at the time, would it be the right thing to do?
After all, a bigger premises has bigger overheads, and is harder to run. However,
after talking it over with the family and staff, we all came to the same conclusion: it’s
now or never! And especially because we only had to move to the next door shop,
which was bigger and brighter, and, best of all, had a toilet with a door, instead of a
curtain!!

I knew that filling the shop with stock would not be a problem. We already had many
hundreds of lines which we had crammed into our original shop, but I wanted to display more and put them on show so that our customers have a great shopping experience. It seems to have worked as we are about 15% up, and when things return to
22

some sort of normal I’ m hopeful that it will increase again.
The shop has a great mix of customers, from our very loyal locals, our tradesmen
and tradeswomen, lots of students looking for advice on projects, to people just visiting the area and wanting to come in and see a "good, old fashioned, hardware shop"
that not many towns and cities have now.
We deal with many suppliers up and down the country. Most of the suppliers deliver
goods to our premises, but I also go to "cash and carry" outlets, some based in Newcastle, for my stock. One of my favourites is in Leeds when, once a month on a Sunday, I leave at 7am and drive down there, arriving about 9am I head straight to the
cafe, have a huge ‘all I can eat’ breakfast, a refill of tea, and I’m ready to start my 7
hour walk round this massive wholesaler, looking at and filling my trollies with stock.
This gives me the opportunity to bring in new lines that I think could work. Mind you,
some new stock takes a bit longer to go, but the majority sell very well.
A lot of our goods are seasonal. In the months between April and September, we do
very well with gardening [weather-dependant], selling items such as compost, hose
fittings, pest control, and the odd bucket and spade for a visit to the beach!! Out of
all our stock one of our most popular products is our fantastic range of moth control
products which sell all year round!! The other is our expert key-cutting service with
over 1,000 blanks and three key-cutting machines.
Our gardening range has increased over the
years with more and more customers taking
on small plots, and looking after their gardens more. After all, it’s a great stress reliefer to garden, and the results can be amazing.
Customers’ shopping habits change over time
and we are always looking to adapt and
change with them. When the sale of traditional light bulbs was challenged a few years
ago with the introduction of LED bulbs, we
had mixed feelings.

We kept over 100 dif23

ferent types of traditional light bulbs, so we were unsure how the new LED types

would work out. Luckily, we have some great suppliers and now stock a full range of
all types of bulbs, which are competitively priced, which are very low cost to run and
are also good for the environment. WIN WIN WIN.
At Christmas, we go all out to bring a bit of cheer to Acorn Road by decorating our
shop windows. Over the years have had many themes. I’m not sure how it started,
but we look forward to it and have many customers, from children, big and small,
young and old, saying how much it brightens up their day. We have won ‘bestdressed Christmas window’ in the past and also featured in the Jesmond Library calendar.
Here’s to many more to come!!
And to the many customers who have ordered "4 candles", "tarten paint" and "a long
stand"......we are watching you!!!!
Steven Robson and Acorn Hardware

A subject suggested by HJL

24
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The 2021 St George’s Christmas Mini Market:
success plucked from the jaws of defeat!
The morning of Saturday 11th December was chosen, amid fears of Covid lockdowns
and the arrival of new variants, as the date for a brave attempt at resuming one traditional, secular pastime of our Church… the feared and dreaded Fete or Mini-Market.
A plan was hatched, posters and fliers created, and volunteers stepped forward wearily, primed by years of
similar summer and Christmas Fairs.
The call went
out for raffle
prizes and the
sale of raffle
tickets;
for cakes,
jams and preserves.

The gardeners produced
plants for sale and scoured
their gardens [and everyone
else’s] for
greenery for
wreaths.

Mince pies and
mulled wine
were bought
for the Christmas café.
25

Gifts were re-gifted, wooly toys produced,
wood was carved,

and a tanker- load of alcohol and pop was
purchased for the ever- popular bottle stall.

Friends of St
George’s wares
were sold…

Mrs Claus [and her elves] rooted about in her attic for her
costume and practiced her HO HO HO
and Brent’s most recent
deal suddenly produced a stall of posh gifts and some
500 DVD’s for sale. Friday evening was setting- up
time and the stage was set, but who knew how it

would turn out…
Battle stations! The doors opened at 10.00am [was it
too early?] and masked punters came in, small group
by small group. Slowly momentum built, amid the
tinkle of Christmas music and the enticing scent of
mulled wine and Christmas greenery.
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And to cap it off, an innovation… we would have a

credit card station for card payments manned by a
Christmas fairy!
By lunchtime, the raffle had been called, the cake stall
stripped bare and Mrs Claus was exhausted, and resting. Our treasurer, [who had been making the rounds,
collecting bank notes], begun the totting up and came
to a surprising conclusion. But it was not all over until
Brent’s traditional fire sale had taken place the following day…
It is official. We raised £4,256 for Church
funds. A magnificent morning’s work for the
Church, and some pleasure and bargains for
the community who came to buy and to enjoy
the experience… a little return to normality
after a year of disruption, worry and sadness.
Thank you to all who helped and took part.
See you in the summer. We know where you live!!
return to contents

Cakes and the Cake Stall
For many years now Lorna, Paddy and I have been running the cake stall for St.
George’s Fetes. Like all stalls, it involves not just a lot of work but generous contributions from so very many people, young, older and old.
We have many regulars who have provided the most wonderful contributions. I know
I can’t mention all of you but I would like to register long years of baking from Patricia Winskell and Joan Rooney, so much so that their produce was ‘named’…a Winskell Cake and a Rooney Cake and merited an extra price tag! There have always been
many other bakers who bring such delicious, high quality cakes. Some bring the
cakes the night before and some early in the morning which gives us a chance to
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price them and display them. Some bring their baking as the fete begins, which is

always a nice surprise and we manage to price and find space on our stall despite the
already grand display.
I try to remember who brings cakes. Most of you I know but I am not sure about
some. Things tend to happen at speed, trying to set out the stall, price everything,
rearrange as more come in, pack some traybakes and small cakes or biscuits into
manageable bags. We are most thankful that we have so much. Because of all this,
we are sometimes not aware of who has brought which baking. We regret this because we like to acknowledge everyone’s wonderful efforts and express how much
we like what you all do.
One example in December was a wonderful coffee or caramel cake, decorated like a
house. I saw it arrive but was distracted and when I turned back the person had
moved on. So a big ‘thank you’.
We always have many generous and spectacular contributions and need lots of table
space. I usually arrive early when the ‘heavies’ are setting up ( they clamber up the
rickety ladder in the Church Hall store cupboard to heave the trestle tables down) so
that I can bag a couple of particularly long ones. When on the green in the summer,
we try to set up under the triple sized gazebo, which not only keeps off a possible
shower but it shades the sun from the cakes, especially those whose icing might
melt. In the ‘olden days’ before fitted sheets, I had a few white super king size flat
sheets. These are fabulous for covering ageing, sometimes splintery, wooden table
tops, and they drape down to the ground so we can hide all the empty cake boxes
out of sight underneath.
We have loyal contributors, loyal helpers, loyal customers. Many make a bee line for
our stall to have first choice. We have a steady stream of people until we are cleared
out. One of the reasons I opted for this stall was that I thought it would be the first

to finish and I could escape and wander round all the other stalls.
A hearty ‘Thank You’ to everyone who has ever contributed to our stall and to all the
extra helpers who support us. Please continue if and when we are able to have a
Garden Fete or Christmas Market again.
Hilary Pitkethly
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Barbara Gardner: My Life in Photos
Our church photographer and erstwhile Lance editor has chosen her 6 favourite photos for the Lance and explains why they mean so much to her.

I think we have beautiful stained glass windows in St George’s and I love this one
which seems more poignant during concerns of climate change in this world.
The angels’ scrolls show the words Hurt not the earth nor the seas nor the trees till
we have sealed the servants of our God on their foreheads – Revelation 7:3. (There
are many translations of this).
In 2015 several members of the congregation offered to help in the of the cleaning
of the church including the ceiling which enabled us to see ‘up close’ areas which had
not been seen since the church was built in 1888.
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This is a photograph I took of part of the nave....such beautiful work and words
which are not clearly visible from the pews. The words TE DEUM LAUDAMUS meaning ‘God we praise you’. It really was worth climbing up and down scaffolding
whilst carrying buckets of water - as I know that none of us will be so close again to
this beautiful handiwork of those men.
Photographs of my favourite
holiday destinations....Crete.
Spinalonga - a sm all island in the
Gulf of Elounda, off the north eastern
coast of Crete. This picture shows a
monk approaching the entrance called
Dante’s Gate, m eaning “Abandon
ye all hope who enter here”.
In

1901,

the

Cretan

government

passed a decree for the isolation of
people affected with leprosy. The isolations began in 1903 and closed in
1957.
There is a sadness, yet a beauty of
this island which I visited every time I
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went to Crete. Their original houses, small church, work places, market place etc

give a feeling as to how they would have lived and coped.

A few hours spent on a semi-submarine was brilliant. I can’t swim but able to take
this turtle in front of the window. Essential at least for me to be able to see things
under water...and not get myself wet!
I first went to Crete in 2002 and fell in love with it. The people are so friendly, kind
and helpful. I always stayed in Malia (night club town which was very quiet and club
free from end of September to late October or November). The weather was perfect
and I really enjoyed travelling around on local buses etc. For quite a few years I was
happy to go by myself and enjoy the food, wine, meeting others with their stories to
tell, and I always went ‘self-catering’ as it was so good to walk down to the bakery to
buy fresh bread, and make breakfast sitting on a small balcony deciding where I
would go that day…
Pilgrimage to the Land of the Holy One (2011/2013)
This Pilgrimage (lead by Bishop Martin) is something I will NEVER forget and I often
think of it and look at these old photographs. To feel the peace in this area and imagining how it was when Jesus was there is incredible. I never thought that I could
be with other Christians and walk in His footsteps.
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These are the ‘original’ steps Jesus walked up after his arrest in Gethsemane. In
2011 it was allowed that we could walk on them but in 2013 they were protected by
ropes so that we couldn’t walk on them.
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It has been difficult to decide which photographs to use in The Lance but I have so

many with lovely memories and things I learned so if you would like to see any more
I would be more than happy to show them to anyone.
Thank you Margaret for asking me to share my memories and photographs!
Barbara Gardner

Photo Competition
Please submit your favourite photo
that you have taken during 2021 to
the Lance. The subject matter is
down to you.
There are two categories:
1. Adults [over 18]
2. Children
Prizes in both categories to be to be judged and presented by
Barbara Gardner.

return to contents
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Christmas Carol Answers and a Winner!
To win the quiz all you had to do was to translate the title of these carols in to English. The language was shown in brackets to help you.
1.

O kleine Stadt Bethlehem (German)

2.

Hark le héraut les anges chantant (French)

3.

Unwaith yn ninas David (Welsh)

4.

Chonaic mé trí long (Irish)

5.

Ángeles del Reino Glorioso (Spanish)

6.

No meio do inverno sombrio (Portuguese)

7.

Gioia al mondo (Italian)

8.

Vi tre kungar (Swedish)

9.

Lille æsel (Danish)

10.

Fhad ‘s a bhiodh cìobairean a’ coimhead nan treudan (Scottish!)

The answers are as follows:
1.

O little town of Bethlehem

2.

Hark the herald-angels sing

3.

Once in royal David’s city

4.

I saw three ships

5.

Angels from the realms of glory

6.

In the bleak mid-winter

7.

Joy to the world

8.

We three kings

9.

Silent night

10.

The twelve days of Christmas

The winner was Kay Griffiths who receives some chocolates. She promises that she
did not use Google Translate either!! Well done Kay

return to contents
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Remembering Archbishop Desmond Tutu
Blessed are the peacemakers
If ever the Anglican Church began creating saints again, Archbishop Tutu would be a
worthy candidate. Tutu, who passed away on 26th December 2021 at the age of 90,
was a campaigner for non-violent opposition to the apartheid regime, the first black
head of the Anglican church in South Africa, a Nobel prize winner and headed the

Truth and Reconciliation Commission in South Africa which tried to heal the terrible
wounds of that regime.

Here is an excerpt from Gyles Brandreth’s childhood memoir, ‘Odd Boy Out’, published by Penguin Michael Joseph:
When I was asked to name the most charismatic characters I have ever met, the actor Vincent Price, the former US President, Bill Clinton and Archbishop Tutu top my
list. I went to visit Tutu at his home in Cape Town 20 years ago while he was being
treated for prostate cancer and thought that he was dying.
“I wonder whether they have rum and Coke in Heaven? “ he mused. “Maybe it’s too
mundane a pleasure, but I hope so – as a sundowner. Except, of course, the sun
never goes down there. Oh man, this Heaven is going to take some getting used to.“
I asked him what he would miss most about this world. “I will miss my family so
much. I will miss the rugby and the cricket and the soccer.”
What would he be glad to leave behind? “Personally? Illness, exhaustion, the dimin35

ishment of one’s powers. I will be glad, too, to say goodbye to hatred and war and

injustice and oppression, to the long ragged lines of refugees, to all the things that
scarred this beautiful planet. I will be glad to be somewhere where you know
Accidents are not going to happen anymore.“
He took me into his garden to watch the sun falling on Table Mountain and to smell
the flowers. “ God is good, man,” he said, beaming at me, “and He is waiting for
you.”
Amen

return to contents

Covid Delays The Friends’
Cathedral Tour
Thanks to Omicron, the Friends visit to the cathedral, scheduled for 21st
January, has been postponed. We hope to reschedule for later in the year.
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St George’s Book Group
Our next meeting is on Wednesday 19 January 2022 at 8pm on Zoom.
The book is “The Good Sharps: the Brothers and Sisters who remade their World” by
Hester Grant.
I will send the joining instructions nearer the date. For those who may wish to join,
please phone the office and give them your email address.
AC

Revival of the St George’s Church Walks
In September Geoff White sent out an email to regular walkers regarding the future
of the monthly parish walks and expressing a need for a new lead organizer. With no
one stepping forward for this position, a few of us who offered to occasionally lead
walks came together (on Zoom) to discuss a way to continue the walks. We were all
very appreciative of what Hilary Pitkethly, Monica Ogden and Geoff White have done
over the past few years to keep us going.
We decided that, for now, we will do shorter walks which will take about a morning
and will not require shared car transport. Walks will continue to take place on the
first Saturday of the month (except for January). By the time this issue is printed
January’s walk should have taken place. There may also have been changes to the

rules for gathering outside.
Please look out for the notices for future walks; the leader for each month will be
announcing them via the pew sheet. At present most of the proposed walks require
a short trip on the Metro and, including a café stop, should only take a morning so it
would be good to see you. Of course, if anyone else would like to step forward to
lead a walk please speak up on the next walk.
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The Children’s Society
Many thanks to the box holders who raised £630 for the society. It is surprising how
the money adds up in small amounts.
This year, more than ever, the charity has been helping young people in many different ways; drug abuse, runaways, neglect, and assisting in court cases among others.
The charity has been active in the North East where there is severe deprivation.
The aim of the charity is that “every young person should have the support they
need in order to enjoy a safe, happy childhood”.
If you would like to help in this way please let me know.
Thanks
Monica
return to contents

Caption Competition

Send your suggestions to: mmvane31@gmail.com
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Lighting of the Watson Family Charitable
Trust’s Christmas Tree on the Green
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Church of England Calendar - Year B
January 2022
1
2

The Naming and Circumcision of Jesus
Basil the Great and Gregory of Nazianzus, Bishops, Teachers of the Faith,
379 and 389

Seraphim, Monk of Sarov, Spiritual Guide, 1833
Vedanayagam Samuel Azariah, Bishop in South India, Evangelist, 1945

6

The Epiphany

10

William Laud, Archbishop of Canterbury, 1645

11

Mary Slessor, Missionary in West Africa, 1915

12
13
17
18–
25

Aelred of Hexham, Abbot of Rievaulx, 1167

Benedict Biscop, Abbot of Wearmouth, Scholar, 689
Hilary, Bishop of Poitiers, Teacher of the Faith, 367

Kentigern (Mungo), Missionary Bishop in Strathclyde and Cumbria, 603
George Fox, Founder of the Society of Friends (the Quakers), 1691
Antony of Egypt, Hermit, Abbot, 356

Charles Gore, Bishop, Founder of the Community of the Resurrection,
1932
Week of Prayer for Christian Unity

18

Amy Carmichael, Founder of the Dohnavur Fellowship, spiritual writer,
1951

19

Wulfstan, Bishop of Worcester, 1095

20

Richard Rolle of Hampole, Spiritual Writer, 1349

21

Agnes, Child Martyr at Rome, 304

22

Vincent of Saragossa, Deacon, first Martyr of Spain, 304

24

Francis de Sales, Bishop of Geneva, Teacher of the Faith, 1622

25

The Conversion of Paul

26

Timothy and Titus, Companions of Paul

28

Thomas Aquinas, Priest, Philosopher, Teacher of the Faith, 1274

30

Charles, King and Martyr, 1649

31

John Bosco, Priest, Founder of the Salesian Teaching Order, 1888

Understanding the Calendar:
‘Principal Feasts’ and other ‘Principal Holy Days’ are printed in Red Bold type.
‘Festivals’ are printed in Red typeface; other Sundays & ‘Lesser Festivals’ in ordinary
Black. ‘Commemorations’ are printed in italics.
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Music at St George’s
A big thank you to the Choir and to their Director of Music for all the services they
sang at over Christmas and the glory of the music and the joy they gave us. The
choirs at St George’s are open to all enthusiastic singers who can commit a modest
amount of their time each week . Rehearsals are on Thursdays:
Junior Choir 16:00-17:00
Parish Choir 19:00-20:15
A number of choral scholarships are available.

The Percy Hedley Christmas service at the switching on of the Christmas
Tree lights service

return to contents
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The Diocese of Newcastle upon Tyne
Parish of St George, Jesmond
We are a Church of England (Anglican) church in the Diocese of Newcastle
with an inclusive, catholic tradition of Christian worship. We welcome all
in Christ’s name.
Vicar:

Revd Canon Brian Hurst
tel: 0191 281 1628
email: brian@stgeorgesjesmond.org.uk

Curate:

Revd Stephanie Keates
tel: 0191 281 5018
email: stephanie@stgeorgesjesmond.org.uk

Curate:

Revd Derek Avery (SSM)
tel: 07803 590542
email: Derek@stgeorgesjesmond.org.uk

Assistant Curate:

Revd Ollie Dempsey

ollie@stgeorgesjesmond.org.uk

Reader and
Anna Chaplain:

Mrs Joan Grenfell

email: grenfelljoan@yahoo.com

Safeguarding Officer:

Dr Sue Vernon

Children and
Young People:

Emily Gibson

Churchwardens:

Mrs Louise Chapman
email: louise@stgeorgesjesmond.org.uk
Mr Graham Hatt

tel: 07411 099690
email: suejvernon@icloud.com
email: youth@stgeorgesjesmond.org.uk

tel: 07739 324717
email: graham@stgeorgesjesmond.org.uk

Organist Emeritus:

Mr Frederick Peacock BEM
tel: 0191 281 4755
email: choir@stgeorgesjesmond.org.uk

Director of Music

Mr Andrew Cantrill-Fenwick
email: music@stgeorgesjesmond.org.uk

Bell Tower Captain:

Mr Geoff White

Parish Secretary:

Jonathan Richards

tel: 0191 285 1405
email: bells@stgeorgesjesmond.org.uk
tel: 0191 281 1659
07422 693727
email: office@stgeorgesjesmond.org.uk

PASTORAL CARE - Any pastoral concerns or com m endations should be
made to Joan Grenfell or a member of the clergy.
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ENQUIRIES CONCERNING BAPTISMS MARRIAGES FUNERALS

Initial enquiries should be directed to the Parish Office, which is open Monday to Friday, 9.30am to 12.30pm.
address: St George’s Close, Jesmond, Newcastle upon Tyne, NE2 2TF
tel: 0191 281 1659 or 07422693727
email: office@stgeorgesjesmond.org.uk
_________________________________________________________________
Find out more about St George’s Church:
Website:

w w w .stgeorgesjesm ond.org.uk

Facebook: St-Georges-Church-Jesmond
Twitter:

@stgeorgejesm ond

Winter sunset over St
Andrew’s cemetery

The city in winter from
Exhibition Park

return to
contents
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Welcome to St. George’s
Church Jesmond
We are a Church of England (Anglican)
church, part of Jesmond life since 1888,

To arrange a
subscription to THE LANCE,
please ring the Parish Office
on 2811659

with a congregation from the locality, the
city and the region. We aim to be friendly,
diverse and to welcome all in Christ’s name.
Our worship is inclusive and in the catholic
tradition, with high quality music. If you are
new to this area, or would like to find out
more, please get in touch.
Website:
www.stgeorgesjesmond.org.uk
Facebook: St-Georges-Church-Jesmond
Twitter:

@stgeorgejesm ond

email: office@stgeorgesjesmond.org.uk
Articles for publication to:
mmvane31@gmail.com
by 15th of every month

return to
contents
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SUNDAY SERVICES
08.00 Holy Communion
09.30 PARISH COMMUNION with
Sunday School (age 3-7)
Smarties (age 8-12)
Children’s corner available in church
11.30 Holy Communion
18.00 Taize (2nd Sunday of month)
18.00 Choral Evensong (3rd Sunday)
WEEKDAY SERVICES
08.45 Daily: Morning Prayer
09.30 Thursday: Holy Communion
08.00 Friday: Holy Communion
Saints’ Days as announced

