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Editorial
England in the Spring and Summer is a busy place as we cram many of our festivals,
community events and journeys into the diary as the sun gains in strength. We have
celebrated a particularly joyful and poignant Easter after the years of restrictions. The
Lance has covered our celebrations here and the Clergy are thanked for their leadership.
Our congregation is full of surprises. One element which is unusual is the influence of

the British Empire. A number of our members grew up abroad, in Africa for example,
or chose to work there. The ordinary becomes extraordinary. The Lance has asked
this constituency in the congregation to write about their experiences and they have
kindly agreed. We will have a number of articles over the coming months.
Gird your loins. Both the Church Spring Fete [May 7] and the Big Friendly Gathering
[June 4] are nearly upon us and most of our church’s activities have returned in
strength. And there is news about how we are attempting both to help the Ukrainians

and the planet.

‘Wherein lies happiness? Is that which becks
Our ready minds with fellowship divine,
A fellowship with essence’
Margaret Vane

return to
contents

Call for Helpers in Church
We have an exciting programme for children in church
and are looking for helpers please. We need people to
do dramatized readings; to help with creative intercessions and to set up a YOUTH ZONE. This does not have to
be a permanent position. We would be happy with the occasional offer too, although for some roles we will need more commitment.
Please contact Emily, Family and Youth Leader: youth@stgeorgesjesmond.org.uk
Thank you.
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Letter from the Clergy
Ascension Day, this year, falls on the
26th May and, as always falls on a
Thursday.

The Monday, Tuesday and

Wednesday of the week running up to
Ascension Day are called Rogation Days.
They, along with the Sunday known as

La Bénédiction des blés en Artois by

Rogation Sunday, are the sort of occa-

Jules Breton (1857)

sion which sometimes attracts publicity
from the TV news and local newspapers as we see country Parsons blessing tractors,
combine harvesters, fields and orchards. Indeed, this is what the Rogation Days have
come to be: asking God’s blessing on the crops and food along with the labour of
those who work on the land and sea.
However, some of you will remember a richer tradition than this, for it is no coincidence that Rogation Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday happen before Thursday!
Ascension Day is one of the Principal Feasts of the Church, when congregations dare
to gather together on a weekday, the day on which we proclaim that Christ is not
only Risen but that Jesus is Lord of all the earth – for everything in heaven and on
earth has been put in subjection to him. Ascension Day is the day on which we proclaim that Christ is the King and Lord of all.
But, before we get to Thursday, we have Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday – the

Rogation Days. On these days, by tradition (and we have done this at St George’s in
the past and I hope that we will do it again in the future), we leave our cosy buildings and make our witness and proclamation throughout the whole parish. We do
this because we believe that the announcement, “Alleluia, Christ is Risen!” is not
news to be confined within the four walls of the church building, nor news to be confined to those who regularly gather within our glorious building.
Rather, in that richer tradition we get up off our seats and get out into the highways

and byways to proclaim that Jesus is Lord not only of the church, but of the whole
world and of everything within it. That richer tradition of faithful folk processing
around the whole of the parish allows us as a church community to proclaim that the
4

Lord is here, and here, and here, often as the picture carrying the Blessed Sacrament
in procession. Indeed, our witness – passing by shops and hotels, Pets’ Corner and
Dene, past nursing and care homes, residential streets and metro lines would say
there is no place in this parish where Christ is not and there is no place where His
rule, which we affirm on Ascension Day, is not or cannot be.
Do proclaim, “the Lord is here” on the Rogation Days, wherever you are and do come
to the Sung Eucharist on Ascension Day at 7.30pm.
Brian Hurst

return to
contents

Holy Week 2022
At St George’s our observance of Holy Week
began with quiet services held in church at
7.30pm on Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday.
Canon Dr Jennifer Cooper, director of IME(2) for

Newcastle

and Durham Diocese joined us for

the triduum of Maundy Thursday, Good Friday
and Easter Day when she preached on the theme of ‘The things that make for peace’
and we thank her for her thoughtful and encouraging insights. The Maundy Thursday
service including Eucharist and washing of feet recalling Christ’s loving humility and
ending with the Stripping of the Altar in preparation for Good Friday was followed by
a watch in church until 10.pm.

Our Good Friday services took a slightly different form this year with the Liturgy of
the Day at 9.30am which included the Passion Gospel, Veneration of the Cross and
receiving of Holy Communion, administered from the Chancel step. The Three Hour
Service from 12.00 followed including a series of addresses, hymns and prayers with
the opportunity for quiet reflection for the first two hours, culminating in a liturgical
service which ended with prayers at the crosses on the green.
Following a burst of activity in preparation for the Easter celebrations by our floral

arrangers led by Vera and our regular church cleaners, our Easter Vigil took place this
year on Saturday evening; an atmospheric service which began in semi-darkness at
which a series of readings by members of the congregation telling of God’s saving
5

love were interspersed with psalms sung by Drew and followed by the lighting of the
Easter Candle from the brazier outside church (always a nervous moment for the
wardens) and our return to church with lighted candles for the Easter fanfare and
illumination of the church celebrating Christ’s resurrection.

Easter Sunday was bright and clear and we welcomed a good number of regular attendees and visitors; it was a great pleasure to see so many people in church for a
Eucharist from the chancel step, wonderful choral singing by the choir directed and
led by Drew followed by the Easter egg hunt for children on the green and convivial
parish coffee in the hall.
We thank Canon Dr Cooper and all the St George’s clergy and everyone who participated in any way in the Holy Week services. Also everyone who worked hard ‘behind
the scenes’ including the flower team, church cleaners, Tuesday Group, Jonathan
and Barbara who prepared and organised the smooth running of the services and all
those who managed the live-streaming of
the Maundy Thursday, Good Friday and
Easter Day services, which are still available to view on YouTube. Following two
years of continuing uncertainty and hiatus
it was very good to come together as a
congregation to recall Christ’s Passion and
Resurrection bringing hope to us all.
Louise Chapman and Graham Hatt
Churchwardens.
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An African Childhood
It was a very different time. It was a world that no
longer exists but one that was never as clearly black
and white as many would like to imagine.
My father was a second generation South African and my mother’s family moved
back to South Africa from England in the late 1930s with the prospect of war and the
rising tide of antisemitism. At the end of the war, South Africa was looking to improve its agricultural industry offering bursaries to ex-servicemen. My father signed
up while still in Italy achieving both an early demob and a university education he
would otherwise have struggled to afford. He met my mother while studying at the
University of the Witwatersrand. After serving his bursary time they moved up to
Southern Rhodesia, to a land of new opportunity and to escape the darkening clouds
of apartheid. I was born in a tiny hospital in the middle of nowhere and I believe that
this was my first home. I remember nothing of it but the electrics and plumbing were
more than primitive and my mother never felt the same about the long-drop
(outside toilet) after she had an encounter there with a snake by torchlight one
night.
Not long after, we moved to Bulawayo, the second largest town and capital of Matabeleland province. My parents bought an acre plot of land (it was sold in no smaller
quantities) and proceeded to build their first house. This is where I spent my early
years, making many happy memories. In many ways this remains my spiritual home.
There was no food rationing and fresh fruit and vegetables were plentiful although
strictly seasonal. My father worked in the Department of Agriculture advising farmers about land conditions and farming methods. He spent a lot of time visiting them
and made many good friends. We were often invited to visit at weekends and so
spent many happy days on farms in remote places, playing on old tractors and travelling around off-road standing on the back of pickup trucks admiring crops, cattle and
new projects. Not a seat belt in sight. Once I did get bounced off the back of a horsecart and they went on for a good half mile before they noticed I was missing. No
harm was done. Many of these farmers were killed or dispossessed in the farm takeovers in later years.
8

Every other year we went to the seaside on
holiday, to a place my parents discovered on
their honeymoon. This involved a three-day
car journey, but the excitement and anticipation made it all the more an adventure. The
scariest bit was over a mountain pass, later
made much easier by the construction of the
Hendrik Verwoerd Tunnels. Hendrick Verwoerd, born in Holland, a scholar of Applied Psychology, moved into politics from
an academic position as Professor of Sociology at a prestigious University, and was
the main author of apartheid and the legislation that created the infrastructure described as “separate development, equal opportunity for all”. The tunnels have not
been renamed.
Our destination was a sprawling collection of thatched huts
with a central dining and recreation area and a short walk
through a rainforest covered hillside to a large surfing beach

and safe lagoon for the younger children. In the early days we
were always well supervised by responsible adults. The water was often
very cold which we believed kept the
sharks away and swam without fear of
attack. Being in the Southern hemisphere our school year matched the
calendar year so summer holidays included Christmas. The

staff and local community always arrived on Christmas day to
treat us to a display of music and dance. The journey home
would be interrupted with three to four stops visiting family
and my parents’ old friends in South Africa.
Then came the secondary school years. By this time cadet training was compulsory
for all. Playing the trumpet, I was drafted into the cadet band two years earlier than
would have been required by statute. This brought many joys, not least receiving
several punishments for my army hobnailed boot toe caps not being mirror-like, the
inside of the brass buckle on my white “blanco’ed” army belt not shiny enough or my
hat brim not adequately starched. In practice there was a lot of square bashing but
very little music.
9

My father left the civil service after the break-up of the Federation of Rhodesia and
Nyasaland and went into the commercial sector. After a couple of unfulfilling years as
a salesman/advisor he was attracted to the Lowveld to manage a new venture producing stockfeed from the by-products of the sugar industry. This enabled him to
build up a business, exercise his scientific interests and also become involved again
directly in beef production. This was based
around a 40,000 acre irrigated sugar estate
with a large sugar mill. It was a long way
from any significant conurbation. The population was always described as around 200
white families. It was common practice to
describe population in this way. There were
very good sports facilities and a very nice
golf course but hardly anyone to share
them with, a very small social circle of children and young people, no television and very poor radio reception - in fact very little
to appeal to a teenager thirsting for contact with the wider world. We did live in good
sized house with a fertile well-watered garden, but it was hot and humid with summer temperatures in the 40’s and humidity above 90%. Only the main living room
and the master bedroom had any form of air conditioning. It was very difficult to
sleep in those hot humid summer nights and
as teenagers we did the obvious thing of living
by night enjoying the coolness of the early
hours while trying to sleep through the worst
heat of the day. Not quite so good was the
housing for the African workforce but this
company did provide housing of a standard as
high as I had seen anywhere else in the country, as shown in the picture.
Home was now 110 miles from the nearest day school, so off I went to boarding
school. This was also in the bush, 30 miles from the nearest town. The school occupied the site of an abandoned gold mine and some of the old mine buildings were
used as classrooms and the better quality houses kept as staff residences. The

grounds were superficially very elegant but the facilities primitive with doors and windows that barely closed. Pupils were housed in dormitories of 15–20 with a cubicle at
one end for the dormitory prefect who controlled our every move and carried out
10

twice daily inspections with little mercy for any
minor infringement of untidiness, clothes not
folded into a perfect square, floors not adequately swept or a speck of dirt left on the windows. It
was all run on strict hierarchical bootcamp principles and exeats allowed between nine and five
for up to 3 Sundays a term. The back of our
house senior dormitory is shown here. Note the
very effective hot water system, based on lighting a fire under an old oil drum. Effective as it was, the hot water always ran out in the winter months when in heavy use
as all came off the rugby fields in the afternoon. The climate may have been mild but
with excessive ventilation and no heating the occasional frosty nights could be very
chilly in our lightweight tropical garb.
It was a place where it was almost unforgiveable
to play a musical instrument and not be good at
rugby. The Lord of the Flies was one of our O Level English Literature set books and the clear similarities with school life were not lost to any of us.
In that desolate first term the chapel was a place
of great comfort to me.
The journey to and from school was more than
tedious, much of it on strip roads and the last
fifty miles was a rutted potholed dirt road which
seemed to go for ever. Travel around the country had many other interesting features. There
was always some wildlife to see, often monkeys,
baboons and the occasional antelope or warthog.
With low level
bridges some roads became impassable for several days after the rains. Barge river crossings
were also something to look forward to. The
Rhodesian version of a RoRo ferry was one powered by a gang of men pulling on a cable
stretched between the riverbanks. For extra grip
they wore glove-like hand protectors patched
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together from old car tyre rims. Very little
goes to waste in Africa. Old tyres had many
other uses. I did have a pair of tractor-tyre
sandals, but they were real blister factories. I
do have to confess I did not persist with
these as trendy as they seemed at the time.
For so many there was no choice.
As time passed by the bush war became
more and more part of everyday life. Many felt the sanctions and political isolation
following the Unilateral Declaration of Independence (UDI) on 11 November 1965
were unjustified and at the height of the Cold War era that they were holding back
the advancing tide of the two prominent competing communist ideologies as they
increased their economic and military influence though Africa. The conflict escalated
and National Service for all increased steadily. By the time I left this started with two
full years of active service with frequent returns to service even after that.
Then one day I boarded an aeroplane heading for a fresh start at a London Medical
School with two modest suitcases and two musical instruments. I was relieved to get
away, having become increasingly uncomfortable with the way things were and they
way they were heading, knowing it was unlikely I would ever return for more than a
short visit. Although totally expected, how strange it seemed to see these very pale
and pink-skinned white people cleaning the aeroplane and driving buses. My father
was a true African at heart and my parents stayed throughout, living through the
very difficult times. He would never have been happier anywhere else. He always
said he did not want to die in a cold country.
Very recently I was able to join a small group of my old school classmates for a reunion. I was surprised how so many of them had difficulty settling, still searching somehow for their roots, and the lost innocence of their Rhodesian childhood.
It is ironic that the talks held to make the final transition of power were held at Lancaster House, only a few hundred yards from my university residence at the time.
Looking back at South Africa, its apartheid and departure from the Commonwealth,
Rhodesian UDI, African proxy wars, economic imperialism, and how easy it is to normalise the unacceptable, how little the human condition seems to have evolved.
Michael de la Hunt
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Nuclear Disarmament a Christian Perspective
Several weeks ago, I was sitting in the sauna at
Jesmond Pool. I go there every time I swim and
it varies massively in how busy it is. On this day,
there wasn’t much room, and a conversation was
going on about the war in Ukraine, which had
been declared days before, particularly about
whether nuclear weapons might be used. When I
got up to leave to get changed, someone asked me if the conversation was too deep
for me. They seemed surprised by my reply of “I actually work for the CND”. Surprised that such an organisation still existed, when nuclear weapons seem to have
faded from public consciousness. But then I was also surprised - surprised that nuclear weapons had gone from an unknown quantity to a topic of sauna small-talk in a
matter of days.
Since the end of the Cold War, Britain’s nuclear stockpile had been gradually decreasing - but last March the government announced an increase of 40%. This has been
estimated to cost over two hundred billion pounds (just imagine what that money
could do if it was spent elsewhere). The UK currently has 225 nuclear warheads;
each one is eight times more powerful than the bombs that were dropped on Hiroshima and Nagasaki in World War 2. Nine countries in the world are nuclear-armed, and
over 90% of the world’s nuclear weapons are owned by Russia and the USA.
Christian CND, a specialist of the Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament (and my employer), was founded in 1961. The CND was created because the realities of Hiroshima were becoming more widely known, and the UK nuclear programme was picking
up speed. Christian CND was set up specifically by and for Christians as they found
they had different reasons for opposing nuclear weapons than non-Christian CND
members, due to the morality and teachings of Jesus. We have two main aims: to
raise awareness about nuclear disarmament issues among Christians, and bringing a

distinctly Christian presence into the disarmament movement. Our membership is
made up of Christians from all denominations, who live all around the UK, from
Guernsey to the Hebrides. We run peace workshops with churches and other Christian groups, and attend Christian festivals, conferences and events to spread our
14

message. We also hold our own events, where we explore these issues in much more
depth, as well as our regular online prayer meetings where we pray for peace. We
campaign specifically for nuclear disarmament, but we don't say as much about conventional weapons. As an organisation we represent members with a spread of
views about conventional warfare - ranging from Just War to pacifism. That being
said, we are very involved with the Network of Christian Peace Organisations so we
do regularly engage with such issues as an organisation - we're just focused on our
work for nuclear disarmament and want to make sure our members' views are fairly
represented.
I am writing this during Holy Week, and on Palm Sunday I was reminded that Jesus
rode into Jerusalem not on a war horse or in a chariot, but on a humble donkey. In
scripture we see that Jesus redefines ideas about power and leadership over and
over again. He’s not a violent tyrant, but acts with peace, compassion and humility.
Jesus tells his disciple “put away your sword”, and tells us to pray for our enemies.
One of the ten commandments is “thou shalt not kill.” We might not be brandishing
swords or committing murder in our everyday lives, but the world today does not
look like the peaceful Kingdom of God we read about in Scripture. When it comes to
nuclear weapons, I don’t want to simplify what is a very nuanced issue, but if we are
to follow the Biblical call to justice, we need to radically reimagine how the world
could look. Imagine if the world’s political leaders were led by Kingdom values, rather
than their own egos. Imagine if nobody lived in poverty, that everyone was treated
as beloved children of God regardless of their race, gender, sexuality, age, class or
disability. Imagine if nations did not take up swords (or bombs) against nations, nor
train for war anymore.
It’s worth noting here that issues such as warfare, racism and the climate crisis aren’t
separate to each other, but deeply interwoven in an intricate web. I don’t want to
present nuclear weapons as yet another thing to worry about - rather that creating a
peaceful, nuclear weapons-free world will help these issues, at the same time that
dismantling other types of structural sin will make the world more peaceful. While
nuclear disarmament will ultimately come from policy changes, there are many things
you can do to speed this up. First of all, you can pray - Christian CND have a number
of prayer resources. You can learn more about peace issues and nuclear disarmament, and bring it into conversations to raise awareness. You can speak out about
these issues in a party-political context - by writing to your MP, joining a party yourself, or simply with your electoral vote. As with many issues, finance plays a big role;
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many banks invest in nuclear weapons, so you could look into moving your funds to
an ethical bank, or advocate for change with your current bank. And finally, you can
make sure that you are acting peacefully and justly in your everyday life, enacting
those Kingdom values, and letting peace begin with you.
Liddy Buswell
Liddy is an employee of the Christian Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament and lives in
Newcastle. To find out more, you can visit christiancnd.org.uk or email liddy@christiancnd.org.uk.
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Coronation Anthems
I am sure many of you will be familiar with Hubert Parry’s I was Glad; indeed St George’s
Choir have sung it on multiple occasions. It was
a real challenge for me not to burst into song
during last Friday’s concert at Sage Gateshead
(8 April 2022 – RNS: An English Coronation, conducted by Paul McCreesh) – the wellknown introduction sounds pretty good on the organ; and with six trumpets, horns,
trombones, and a stage full of strings, it reached another level. As we look towards
the Queen’s platinum jubilee next month, the concert was a fitting way to reflect on
her calling, and on previous coronations. An English coronation is undeniably spectacular. Rich liturgy and ceremonial rite combine, accompanied by some of Britain’s
most impressive music.
Paul told us of a choirboy he’d met,
now in his nineties, who recalled being
sent off by his mother, marmalade
sandwiches in his pockets (specially
sewn into his robes for the purpose!),
to sing as part of the massed choir for
the coronation of King George VI.

George VI

In the lead-up to each of the four 20th century coronations, Westminster Abbey was
closed for several months whilst carpenters erected huge galleries to accommodate
16

almost 8,000 invited guests. Music and ceremony
were rehearsed over many days, and large choirs of
around 400 voices (including almost 200 choirboys)
were assembled from all over the country. An orchestra comprising the finest musicians in the land
occupied the organ gallery above the screen, while
massed military trumpets punctuated the ceremony
with fanfares.
The coronations lasted for hours, incorporating music for the entrance and exit of all the nobles and

George V

dignitaries, well before the arrival of the King or
Queen, as well as for the service itself. Our concert

began with Elgar’s Coronation March of 1911 – not one of his most widely played
pieces, but definitely worth seeking out if you haven’t heard it – composed at the
request of Sir Frederick Bridge, the presiding organist at Westminster Abbey, to be
played at the end of the service. Interestingly, Elgar declined his invitation to the coronation of George V due to the expected length of the ceremony (over three hours),
the allocation of seats in the south aisle of Westminster Abbey, which offered a limited view, and Elgar’s own dislike of crowds.
The rest of the programme included
motets such as Charles Wood’s O most

merciful, hymns including O God, our
help in ages past and ceremonial anthems like Zadok the Priest. On this
latter, according to the English music
historian Charles Burney, Handel was
offended when the English bishops at
the time sent him texts to set for the

Edward VII

coronation, ‘as he thought it implied
his ignorance of the Holy Scriptures: “I have read my Bible very well, and shall chuse
for myself”’, he is said to have muttered. With music by Edward Elgar, Herbert Howells, Charles Wood and Hubert Parry, Benjamin Britten is one of the few well-known
British composers who hasn’t written for a coronation. It’s not that he wasn’t given
the opportunity – he decided he was too busy!
17

The concert helped illustrate that the coronation of a monarch is a combination of a

great state occasion and an elaborate religious act: the new monarch is presented to
and acknowledged by the people, and the
principle of divine right is manifested by the
anointing with holy oil. Over the last 900
years, coronations have taken the form of
an Anglican service held in Westminster
Abbey. Liturgically, the coronation service is

Elizabeth II

similar to the consecration of a bishop; it is modelled around
the celebration of Holy Communion, with the ceremonies of
the investiture of the new monarch sitting alongside the celebration of the Eucharist. Music adds to the grandeur of the
occasion.
I wonder what the next coronation service might look like. No
doubt there’ll be a mixture of the traditional and contempo-

rary. Will there be a robed choir? Probably. Will it be 400
strong? Probably not. I imagine that space will be made for
other religions and Christian denominations to reflect a more modern, multicultural society. In any case, I am sure we can look forward to some of Britain’s finest music.
A full music list for the coronation of Queen Elizabeth II in 1953 can be found here:
https://www.westminster-abbey.org/media/5250/elizabeth-ii-coronation-1953-music-full
-list.pdf

Victoria Eyre - Som e m aterial adapted from P aul M cCreesh for An English Cor-

onation 1902-1953
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Robin Blagburn: Memorial Service
A memorial service will be held for former parishioner and volunteer Robin Blagburn (d.
April 2020) at 2:30pm on Saturday 21st May 2022 at St George's and afterwards in the

Hall.
All who knew Robin are warmly invited to attend.
18

Master Musicians International Music Recitals
This spring at All Saints' Church, West Avenue, Gosforth NE3 4ES. All Saints' Church
is a Covid-19 secure venue. Tickets cost £10 each including programme notes, payable on the door, and accompanied under-18s go free.
Wednesday 4 May, 7.30pm - Nurry Lee, piano
Chaconne-Bach/Busoni, Nutcracker Excerpts (Tchaikovsky/Pletnev)

Wednesday 1 June, 7.30pm - Benjamin Frith, piano
Scarlatti, Mendelssohn, Field, Chopin and Busoni
Wednesday 29 June, 7.30pm - Giulio Tampalini, classical guitar
Granados, De Falla and Albeniz
Wednesday 20 July, 7.30pm - Thomas Kelly, piano
Schubert, Chopin, Brahms and Medtner

Boldon Farmhouse Pantry
Creative and imaginative catering, a
truly personal service and team
work is our recipe for success with
all the practicalities taken care of!
All our menus are freshly prepared
and your food will either be delivered to the venue or prepared in
situ. We will ensure your event is
both memorable and enjoyable.
Find us at:
Westray, 26 Akenside Terrace,
Jesmond. Tel 281 6025
enquiries@boldonfarmhousepantry.co.uk
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Ukraine: An Initiative to Provide Housing for
Refugees in Newcastle
This article is an interim report on the potential of setting up a Housing Trust with the involvement and for
the benefit of St George’s Church, Jesmond.
An approach was made to a Charitable Trust by a

member of the congregation after the tragedy and fall
out of the war in Ukraine. A request was made for
funding to purchase new build properties to house families fleeing for their lives and
coming to seek sanctuary in Newcastle. The Trust agreed to fund the purchase of a
number of properties. Four family properties have been purchased at Great Park.
The builders, Taylor Wimpey, have been very helpful with the infrastructure and
through their generosity the properties will have fully fitted kitchens with all white
goods, all flooring, an extra shower in the bathroom, gardens laid out and a shed!
With Local Authority and Government support across all areas of family life e.g.
schooling, medical, financial etc, it is hoped that the members of St. George’s Church
will provide supplementary support essential to make the project successful.
Pauline Magnay

St George’s Response to the Ukrainian Crisis
We are all horrified by the terrible scenes of murder and destruction in Ukraine. St
George’s has responded in a number of ways, in addition to the exciting initiative
above involving the possible purchase of housing for Ukrainian refugees.
Rev. Ollie Dempsey organized a vigil as a special service at 6pm on a Saturday which
was well attended. It ended with everyone going on to the Green for prayers carrying lighted candles. Blue and yellow ribbons were tied to the church railings to show

our support. There is a collection basket for monetary donations in church and over
£200 has been raised so far. West End Refugees have been invited to have a stall at
the Spring Fair on Saturday May 7th to publicise their work with refugees. Members
20

of the Congregation will have a stall at the Spring Fair to raise money for Ukrainian
charities. Several members of the congregation have offered to host Ukrainian families, although this is not through or because of St George’s.
Everyone is very welcome to step up with ideas and initiatives and we hope that their
support and involvement with this important issue will be available in the future.
The Church Wardens
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EVANS of jesmond
opticians
William R. McCall BSc Hons
GOC 01-15082

28 Acorn Road, Jesmond
Newcastle upon Tyne, NE2 2DJ
Telephone: 0191 281 4145
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Working with Children North

East
What a joy it was to be able to place the contents of the
first full box of gifts for Children North East on the chancel steps on the morning of Sunday, March 27th. This
was the first time since Sock Sunday, November 24th
2019 that we were able to return to our custom of bring
our offerings to be blessed. The date was quite by
chance. Three days before, I had been given two wellfilled bags of knitted blankets and clothing from regular
supporters in the community, which meant that the box
in church was full. March 27th was also Mothering Sunday this year and so it was a further joy that we could be sure that, through the supportive work of CNE, some mothers living in poverty in our city would be helped to clothe their children. At the Offertory, Ollie blessed the gifts, a reminder that God’s love knows no limits. Thank you to
everyone who made this possible.
I was able to deliver everything to the Cowgate
Centre the next day, along with two bags of disposable nappies from a different source. As always, our gifts were received with grateful
thanks.
What did we collect?
Four knitted blankets, 8 pairs of baby bootees, 1
DARE Bear, 2 hand towels, 3 packs of boys’ briefs, 1 pack of girls’ briefs, 9 packs of
children’s socks, 2 packs of baby body suits, 1 pack of T shirts, 1 pair of slipper socks, 2
packs of nappies and 1 pack of trainer pants.
At the time of writing, we are part way to filling the second box. Please keep on knitting
or consider making a regular addition to your shopping list and buying something for
the box. As we have been blessed with much, may we remember never to treat others
less fortunate than ourselves as a problem but only ever come alongside them in humility and shared humanity.
Elizabeth Rhodes
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“What you do for the least of my brothers and sisters …”
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Book Review

River Kings – the Vikings from Scandinavia to
the Silk Roads
By Cat Jarman. London: William Collins, 2021. ISBN 978-0-00-835311-7.
Enthusiastic reviews of this book appeared last year, emphasising the careful and
detailed forensic approach of Jarman’s attempt to work out how a carnelian bead
found in a grave at a Viking site in Repton, Derbyshire came to be there, and
where it could have come from. This might appear to the general reader to be an
unpromising starting point, but in fact she reveals much fascinating information

about the Vikings, their way of life, their travels for trade, immigration or invasion.
One aspects of this is how trade relied for a long period on dirham and dinars –
Islamic silver coins – which came to be used widely throughout the Viking world,
including by the so-called Great Army which came to Britain. In finds on the Baltic
island of Gotland, an enormous hoard of 67 kg of silver has been discovered.
Burials are, of course, very informative. Jarman was fortunate in being able to use
the latest forensic research on analysis of bones and other finds at sites in Britain,

Scandinavia, Ukraine, Turkey, India and elsewhere, but some of this information is
very puzzling. One anomaly, difficult to explain, is the extreme difference between
the number of graves of men and of women discovered in parts of present-day
Norway – a difference of seven to one. Some of her findings challenge assumptions
which have been made in the past about Viking migration, invasion and settlement.
Her study of the burials of women – including at Repton - convinced her that women were sometimes not only fighters but even military leaders. Trade in slaves had
a significant role in their economy, being, she concludes, especially based on Kiev

(or Kyiv, as we now know it), where a version of the ancient Norse language was
spoken until relatively recently, but precious cloths and stones were also important.
She tracks down a possible source of the carnelian bead found at Repton as being
a site in Gujarat in North-Western India.
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It has sometimes been assumed that it was by chance that the earliest attacks on
mainland Britain took place at the unprotected monastic site of Lindisfarne, where
considerable riches were found. Jarman argues that it is more likely that these were
planned attacks based on information gathered from the islands of Orkney and Shetland.
Following the evidence throughout the world known to and exploited by the Vikings,
we learn much about the lives of powerful men and women, children and slaves: how
they lived, how they travelled, how their settlements were organised, what they ate,
what they died of, their migration patterns. Jarman’s work is intensely detailed and,
to this non-expert at least, appears very thorough and balanced. Where some of her
suggestions cannot be absolutely proved, she says so. The result is a book well worth
reading by anyone interested in the Viking period.
Mike Oswald.

return to contents

To the Editor
I was very interested in the article about the Great Exhibition of 1929. My Mother
took part, in that she worked on the Be Ro stall. She was 19 years old at the time.
Sadly, I do not have any photos of the event but I think that my Hero book dates
from that time.
There have been other similar events more recently in Newcastle. I have a number of
postcards from a later historical pageant on the Town Moor and in Exhibition Park,
which took place in 1931.
It shows how important the Town Moor continues to be to the city today.
Monica Ogden
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Newcastle 17th Scouts: Beaver Appeal
On Mondays, between 6-7pm, we are blessed to have a Beaver unit who meet in the
St George’s church hall. Their evenings are filled with games, craft and challenges.
There is a lot of fun to be had.
BUT our beaver unit has a problem. We need more wonderful grown- ups to come

along and help.
If you could be one of our wonderful volunteers or even an occasional helper,
please do contact
Emily at youth@stgeorgesjesmond.org.uk
We need you!!
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Music News

Lunchtime Organ Recitals
Fridays in May, June & July: 13.0013.45
FREE Admission
6 May

3 June

1 July

Drew Cantrill-Fenwick

Charles Wooler

Prof Magnus Williamson

(St George’s, Jesmond)

(Newcastle)

(Newcastle University)

13 May

10 June

8 July

Joseph Beech

Henry Wallace

Drew Cantrill-Fenwick

(Durham Cathedral)

(Greyfrairs, Edinburgh)

(St George’s, Jesmond)

20 May

17 June

15 July

Michael Haynes

Phil Mills

William Saunders

(Hexham Abbey)

(St Nicholas, Gosforth)

(Concert Organist)

27 May

24 June

22 July

Prof David Smith

Kris Thomsett

Tiger Li

(Northumbria University)

(Newcastle Cathedral)

(St George’s, Jesmond)

Visit www.organrecitals.com for more
wherever you live

29 July
Oliver Waterer
(Selby Abbey)

return to contents
From Christopher S
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Music at St George’s
Services and Events in Spring and Summer 2022
featuring the Parish Choirs and Lewis/Binns Organ of St
George’s, Jesmond
stgeorgesjesmond.org.uk
15 May (Easter 5)

19 June (Trinity 1)

18.00 Choral Evensong

18.00 Choral Evensong

Ebdon Responses

Clucas Responses

Andreas, Plainsong with Fauxbourdons

Brewer, Evening Service in D

Taverner, Dum transisset Sabbatum

Tchaikovsky, Hymn to the Trinity

Bruhns, Praeludium in E minor

Bach, Fugue in E flat, BWV 552

26 May (Ascension Day)

17 July (Trinity 5)

19.30 Sung Eucharist

18.00 Choral Evensong

Vaughan Williams, O clap your hands

Sanders Responses

Bairstow, Scherzo (Sonata in E flat)

Murrill, Evening Service in E
Rutter, I will sing with the spirit

5 June (Pentecost)

Elgar, Allegro maestoso (Sonata in G, op

9.30 Parish Communion

28)

Schubert, Mass in G
Mozart, Veni, Sancte Spiritus
Mozart, Laudate Dominum
Walton, Orb & Sceptre
Joining the Choirs
The choirs are open to all enthusiastic singers who can commit a modest amount of
their time each week. Rehearsals are on Thursdays: Junior Choir 16.00-17.00 and
Parish Choir 19.00-20.15. A number of choral scholarships are available.

Contact
0191 281 1659 or

music@stgeorgesjesmond.org.uk

return to contents
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Stainer’s Crucifixion - were you there?
On Palm Sunday, St George’s hosted our first ‘Come
and Sing’ event for many years: ‘The Crucifixion’ by
John Stainer, organist at St Paul’s Cathedral, a dramatic retelling of the Passion story. It was first performed in February 1887 at Marylebone Parish Church,
a month after the foundation stone of St George’s was
laid. It is written in the form of an oratorio with 5

hymns for the congregation to sing with the choir. One
can’t help but wonder if James Moody Preston led his
choir and congregation in the recently consecrated
church to sing Stainer’s new composition?
Our choir was joined by members of the Hexham Abbey choir, other local singers and
some from as far afield as Edinburgh, Bristol and Pontefract. It was lovely to welcome back familiar faces including Grace and Anna, both ex-choristers. There was a

trio of Mattinsons in the sopranos with Peter arriving to listen to the performance in
bow tie and dinner jacket! Altogether, around 55 singers gave a dramatic performance of this popular Victorian work with two superb soloists: Austin Gunn (tenor)
and Luke Busbridge (baritone) accompanied by Michael Haynes (organist at Hexham
Abbey). The event had been organised by our own Drew Cantrill-Fenwick in response
to a request from a member of the choir. Thanks are also due to Louise and her
team in the hall, for providing the singers with a delicious tea between the rehearsal
and the performance.
Stainer’s Crucifixion provokes a ‘marmite’ response in
many people. Some find the libretto an example of Victorian vulgarity, and it is often compared unfavourably
with the works of Stainer’s contemporaries, Stanford
and Parry. In fact, Stainer himself was known to have
misgivings about the piece. However, he wrote it to be
performed by ordinary church choirs and 135 years

later it is still being sung. The a cappella anthem, God
so loved the World, is an intense meditation which expresses the heart of the Christian message.
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The choir would like to thank Drew for organising this
event and for the inspirational way in which he led and
conducted it, infusing the work with drama, leading us
through the tricky chromatic phrases and making it a performance to be proud of.
The next ‘Come and Sing’ event is in September when we
will be singing Bob Chilcott’s Song of Harvest.
We look forward to seeing you all there!
HC
return to contents

Tuesday Group
The Hon Secretary is pleased to announce the appointment of a Health and Safety officer. He will take up his
duties in May. The positions of Press Release Officer and
Works Co-Ordination Officer are still vacant. All remuneration packages are still to be agreed.
BS

St George’s Book Group
The next meeting of the Church Book Group is on Wednesday 4
May at 7.30pm IN PERSON in the Winskill Room, Church Hall.
The book is “Klara and the Sun” by Kazuo Ishiguro.
The June meeting is on 8 June and the book is “Greenvoe” by George McKay Brown.
AC
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St George’s Cycling Group
April brought:
2 new members
5 cyclists
16 miles
2 punctures
Some beautiful sights in Killingworth
A stable in Longbenton where the East Coast mainline crosses the Metro

A truly whacky route
Some real Italian coffee and doughnuts
And a castle that no-one had seen before…
do you recognise where it is?
See what y’all missed??
See you on Thursday May 19th, all being well...

return to contents

Friday Café and Friday Singing Group Are
Back!
With the coming of the Spring and of the lifting of Covid restrictions, the Friday café

and the Friday Singing Group, led by Laura Reavley, are BACK.
Here are some recent photos:
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Achieving Net-Zero Carbon Emissions at St
George’s
There is a virtually indisputable link between the use of carbon-based fuels, global
warming and the resultant climate change. We all have an environmental and social
responsibility to mitigate these impacts. The General Synod of the Church of England
has recognised that it also has responsibilities and has implemented a policy of
achieving net zero emission of carbon by 2030. The PCC of St George has also signed
up to meeting Zero Carbon. “Zero Carbon” refers to zero carbon dioxide, since it is
this gas and other “greenhouse gases” which are responsible for a gradual warming
of our planet.
At St George’s we use natural gas, predominantly for heating the church and hall,
and to a minor extent, for the hall kitchen. We produce slightly less than 40 tonnes a
year of carbon emissions. Our present electricity comes from renewable resources
and is considered carbon neutral.
What are we doing?
About two years ago the Eco Group was formed under the lead of Stephanie, our
Curate. The group meets on a regular basis to develop an environmental policy for
the church and a plan of action. Climate change and carbon emissions, which are
addressed here, are just one facet but are recognised as the most pressing issue. To
date we have undertaken the first steps, which include:


Commissioning an expert survey on hall by a specialist, NAREC, for which we

received a 100% grant toward the cost


Installed a new modern condensing boiler in the hall, a grant of 33% towards
cost was received.



A new building heating control was installed in hall, free of charge as a demonstration unit.



We have insulated the hall roof.



An initial appraisal has been carried out of the church heating system and what
alternatives might be available.



A trial of electrically heated pew cushions was undertaken and some members
of the congregation tried these.

There is no ideal answer to achieving Net Zero.
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There are many suggested alternatives to achieving “net zero”, the simplest being
carbon offsetting, which is paying a third party to plant trees or invest in carbon reduction projects to “offset” our emissions. “Offsetting” sits uneasily with many; it is
seen as “greenwash”, e.g. a convenient means for personalities to defend their use
of long haul flights etc. Nevertheless, if the results are audited, it is one means of
achieving a carbon neutral status. The Church of England advocates carbon offsetting and uses “Climate Stewards” (see https://www.climatestewards.org). It may
feature in the future in our own strategy for dealing with any residual emissions,
once we have made as many cost-effective reductions as possible.
Constraints – Our challenges
St George’s is Grade 1 listed and architecturally unique. It has barely been touched
since it was built. Removal of the pews to install underfloor heating is unlikely to be
successful; both the Diocesan Advisory Committee (DAC) and the Local authority/
Historic England are likely to object. This would make the use of heat pumps unlikely. Again, solar panels on the roof are unviable due to the tower shadow and there
are planning issues including listed building consent. There is lack of availability of
funds to undertake any major work. There may be grants available but a substantial
proportion of any costs would fall on our own funds.
Heat Pumps – Reasons why not
As stated above the church is grade 1 listed & architecturally unique. Heat pumps
require a large surface area to dissipate heat into a building and frequently require
removal of the pews to install underfloor heating pipes. Further, the stone structure
is massive and uninsulated and not in continuous use. Electricity costs to operate
heat pumps would be prohibitive – at least twice our present gas cost and expected
to rise further. We could be looking at capital costs in the order of £250,000 –
£350,000
Some Other Ideas ……from the sublime to the ridiculous
During our studies of what other churches are doing there are many differing opinions and circumstances. All the following have been reported and would offer a
means to reduce energy usage. Some might be considered extreme!
Switch off or reduce heating in church; the congregation to w ear w arm
apparel or bring blankets! Change the pattern of use of the church & hall; use the
church for worship only between April and September and the hall in winter months,
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since less energy and costs are required for heating. Heating the church in winter
would be for frost protection only.
Are Better Things Electric ??
The use of electricity offers an approach where we heat the people not the building.
We are looking at whether there might be savings in this approach. The electricity
we buy comes from renewable resources and is carbon neutral. Trials have been undertaken using electrically heated pew cushions. These are like heated car seats and
consume very little power. They only operate when someone sits on the seat. A further possibility is overhead electric radiant panels, an older and cruder form of which
are presently used in our lady chapel. To progress electric pew heating we have recently received budgetary proposals from two companies and are evaluating them.
In general, our lighting is relatively efficient, using mini fluorescent bulbs. We intend
to gradually replace these in batches by LED bulbs, as and when the present bulbs
fail.
Improve the present church heating system and building fabric
The hall boiler and building heating controls have recently been replaced and the
ceiling insulated. The church boilers are modern condensing boilers and can be considered” state of the art”; a study is under way to optimise their operation and gain a
better understanding of the warm-up time required. [See the Thermionix article in
April Lance].
Improvements to the building’s fabric is needed to reduce draughts. Doors in particular are a major heat loss. As an example, the hall front door needs attention. There
is a gap of 50mm where the door has warped.
Our Plan in Summary


Reduce energy usage by cost effective improvements and building management.



Minimise the need and amount of any capital spending



Ensure we continue to buy “green” electricity



Use “offsetting” on residual carbon emissions once they have been reduced to

a practical minimum.
John Clark

return to contents
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ECO Good News….
It may seem that we are making little progress in the desire to re- engineer our world
towards a carbon- neutral future, but there is some good news if you look.
Wind and solar power have arrived and are making an impact. 10% of global electricity was generated by these means in 2021, as reported by Ember, an energy thinktank, in their latest report. This is twice the share compared to 2015 when the Paris
Climate Agreement was signed. Interest-

ingly,

other

forms

of

clean

energy

[nuclear and hydro] showed no growth in
the last 2 years.
50 countries have now crossed the 10%
wind and solar landmark.
The difficult economic conditions during
the pandemic have also had an impact.

Electricity demand rebounded as the world came out of the pandemic and began
manufacturing again at 2019 levels. Demand in China, for example, rose by 13% between 2019 and 2021. Coal used to generate electricity surged during the pandemic
[ totalling 36% ] to satisfy the increased energy demands.
The world picture is uneven. While coal use for electricity in the US, the EU and Japan has remained below 2019 levels, it is now higher than in 2019 throughout Asia,
with China’s share of coal power rising from 50% to 54%.
But the change to wind and solar power can make a quick difference. Three countries ; the Netherlands, Australia and Viet Nam have shifted over 8% of their total
electricity demand from fossil fuels to wind
and solar in just the last 2 years.
Ember states that ‘clean energy needs to be
built on a heroic scale…’ to achieve the 1.5

degrees climate goal.
EMBER: Global Electricity R eview 2022
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Church of England Calendar - Year B
May 2022
1

Philip and James, Apostles

2

Athanasius, Bishop of Alexandria, Teacher of the Faith, 373

4

English Saints and Martyrs of the Reformation Era

8

Julian of Norwich, Spiritual Writer, c.1417

12

Gregory Dix, Priest, Monk, Scholar, 1952

14

Matthias the Apostle

16

Caroline Chisholm, Social Reformer, 1877

19

Dunstan, Archbishop of Canterbury, Restorer of Monastic Life, 988

20

Alcuin of York, Deacon, Abbot of Tours, 804

21

Helena, Protector of the Holy Places, 330

24

John and Charles Wesley, Evangelists, Hymn Writers, 1791 and 1788

25

The Venerable Bede, Monk at Jarrow, Scholar, Historian, 735

Aldhelm, Bishop of Sherborne, 709
Augustine, first Archbishop of Canterbury, 605#

26

John Calvin, Reformer, 1564
Philip Neri, Founder of the Oratorians, Spiritual Guide, 1595

28

Lanfranc, Prior of Le Bec, Archbishop of Canterbury, Scholar, 1089
Josephine Butler, Social Reformer, 1906

30

Joan of Arc, Visionary, 1431
Apolo Kivebulaya, Priest, Evangelist in Central Africa, 1933

31

The Visit of the Blessed Virgin Mary to Elizabeth

Understanding the Calendar:
‘Principal Feasts’ and other ‘Principal Holy Days’ are printed in Red Bold type.
‘Festivals’ are printed in Red typeface; other Sundays & ‘Lesser Festivals’ in ordinary
Black. ‘Commemorations’ are printed in italics.

Lance Publication Dates
Articles etc. for The Lance to be received
no later than the 15th of each month
Send to: mmvane31@gmail.com
Thank you, Margaret.
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The Diocese of Newcastle upon Tyne
Parish of St George, Jesmond
We are a Church of England (Anglican) church in the Diocese of Newcastle
with an inclusive, catholic tradition of Christian worship. We welcome all
in Christ’s name.
Vicar:

Revd Canon Brian Hurst
tel: 0191 281 1628
email: brian@stgeorgesjesmond.org.uk

Curate:

Revd Stephanie Keates
tel: 0191 281 5018
email: stephanie@stgeorgesjesmond.org.uk

Curate:

Revd Derek Avery (SSM)
tel: 07803 590542
email: Derek@stgeorgesjesmond.org.uk

Curate:

Ollie Dempsey

ollie@stgeorgesjesmond.org.uk

Reader and
Anna Chaplain:

Mrs Joan Grenfell

email: grenfelljoan@yahoo.com

Safeguarding Officer:

Dr Sue Vernon

Children and
Young People:

Emily Gibson

Churchwarden:

Mr Graham Hatt

Organist Emeritus:

Mr Frederick Peacock BEM
tel: 0191 281 4755
email: choir@stgeorgesjesmond.org.uk

Director of Music

Mr Andrew Cantrill-Fenwick
email: music@stgeorgesjesmond.org.uk

Bell Tower Captain:

Mr Geoff White

Parish Secretary:

Jonathan Richards

tel: 07411 099690
email: suejvernon@icloud.com
email: youth@stgeorgesjesmond.org.uk
tel: 07739 324717
email: graham@stgeorgesjesmond.org.uk

tel: 0191 285 1405
email: bells@stgeorgesjesmond.org.uk
tel: 0191 281 1659
07422 693727
email: office@stgeorgesjesmond.org.uk

PASTORAL CARE - Any pastoral concerns or com m endations should be
made to Joan Grenfell or a member of the clergy.
38

ENQUIRIES CONCERNING BAPTISMS MARRIAGES FUNERALS

Initial enquiries should be directed to the Parish Office, which is open Monday to Friday, 9.45 am to 12.45 pm.
address: St George’s Close, Jesmond, Newcastle upon Tyne, NE2 2TF
tel: 0191 281 1659 or 07422693727
email: office@stgeorgesjesmond.org.uk
_________________________________________________________________
Find out more about St George’s Church:
Website:

w w w .stgeorgesjesm ond.org.uk

Facebook: St-Georges-Church-Jesmond
Twitter:

@stgeorgejesm ond

Friday Café.
In the Winskell room each Friday from 10-12noon.
Friday Singing starts at 11:00
welcome to everyone.
If you are looking for somewhere to enjoy tea/coffee/ cake/
biscuits in the company of others and in a welcoming environment,
why not make Friday Café what you do?

Fanfare for Frederick - the
book
Frederick Peacock FRCO BEM
This book is a little tribute to him from just some
of those who felt his touch in their lives. If you
want a copy, please leave a note in the office or email grahamrutt@doctors.org.uk.

Price £10 (including donation), all proceeds to the church organ repair fund

return to contents
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SUNDAY SERVICES
08.00 Holy Communion
09.30 PARISH COMMUNION with
Sunday School (age 3-7)
Smarties (age 8-12)
[Presentlycombined]
Children’s corner available in church
Children in Church - 1st Sunday of
every month in term time
11.30 Holy Communion (1st Sunday
of month)
18.00 Taize (2nd Sunday of month)
18.00 Choral Evensong (3rd Sunday)
WEEKDAY SERVICES
08.45 Daily: Morning Prayer
09.30 Thursday: Holy Communion
Saints’ Days as announced

To arrange a

subscription to THE
LANCE, please ring the
Parish Office on
2811659
Articles for
publication to:
mmvane31@gmail.com
by 15th of every month

return to contents
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Welcome to St. George’s
Church Jesmond
We are a Church of England (Anglican)
church, part of Jesmond life since 1888,
with a congregation from the locality, the
city and the region. We aim to be friendly,
diverse and to welcome all in Christ’s name.
Our worship is inclusive and in the catholic

tradition, with high quality music. If you are
new to this area, or would like to find out
more, please get in touch.
Website:
www.stgeorgesjesmond.org.uk
Facebook: St-Georges-Church-Jesmond
Twitter:

@stgeorgejesm ond

email: office@stgeorgesjesmond.org.uk

